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O N T H E 

EVIDENCE, 

EXTERNAL AND INTERNAL, 

RBLATINO TO THE 

POEMS 

ATTRIBUTED, TO 

THOMAS ROWLEY 

AND OTHERS, IN THE FIFTEENTH CENTURY, 

CON TAININO 

A GENERAL VIEW 

O P T H B 

WHOLE CONTROVERSY. 



Ego velim genu mum ftatum Controverfiae ingenue, ac 
lerxninU mimmc ambiguis, proponi, & argumenta can- 
dide ac iblide in utjramque partem expend!, quod anl- 
mum non ftudio partium' abreptum, fed verltatis 
fincer^ ftudiofum requirit. 

Limbofch Epift. ad Locke. 



BY THOMAS JAMES MATHIAS, 
THE SECOND EDITION. 

LONDON: 
7>KJNTED FOR T. BECKBT, PALL-MALL» BO0K« 
SELLER. TO HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE J^RIiNCB 
OF WALESy AND THElK ROyAh. HIGHNESSES 
THE PRINCES. 
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PREFACE. 

HAVING employed much time 
and attention upon this very 
curious fubjed:^ and finding that the 
controverfy became more and more 
^erplexed» and the real ftate of it leis 
underftood; I endeavoured to ar- 
range my thoughts in as diftind: a 
manner as I could^ and to fet bet 
fore my fclf the fum and fubftancc of 
all that had been advanced. This I 
have done with the utmoft fidelity 
in my power; and if by this Efiay 
of mine any perfon fhould be eQ« 
abled to view this qoeflion in a 
clearer light than he did before^ I 
fhall think my end completely an- 
fwercd, regardlefs of the opinion he 

may 
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may form in confequence of it. I 
only requeft the favour of my Rea- 
der to perufe the following Sediont 
in the order in Mrhich I have placed 
them. 

As a lift of the different publican 
tionfi which have hitherto appeared 
en this fubjedt may poflibly not be 
unacceptable to the Reader,! thought 
it could not be improper to fubjoiii 
it here ; but I decline giving any 
opinion pn their refpeditivc merits. 
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A Lift of the various Publications upon 
the Subjeft of Rowley's Poems, jar 
and againfi their Authenticity ^ 



Editions of Rowley. 



Poems, fuppofed to have been written 
at Briftol by Thonias Rowley, and 
others, in the Fifteenth Century ; 
the grcateft Part now firft pub- 
lifhed from the moft authentic 
Copies, with an engraved Specimen 
of one of the MS. To which are 
added, a Preface, an Introdudtory 
Account of the feveral Pieces, and 
a Gloflary. Ed. 8vo. 1777. 
N. B. This Edition has been reprinted* 

Ditto : with a Commentary, in which 
the Antiquity of them is confidercd 
and defended, by Jeremiah 
MiLLEs, D. D. Dean of Exeter. 
Ed. 4to. 1782. 
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The Eighth Seftion of Mr. Warton'i 
Second Volume of the Hiftory of 
Englifh Poetry, with the Notes to it. 

Remarks on the Eighth Sedion of Mr. 

Warton's Second Volume of the 

Hiftory of Englifh Poetrj^. 

Payne, Mews-Gate. 

Two Letters by the Hon. Mr. Horace 
Walpole; printed at Strawberry-hill. 
— blueprinted, (by his permiffion) in 
the Gentleman's Magazines for 
April, May, June, July, 1782. 

Appendix, containing fome Obferva- 
tions upon the Language of the 
Poems attributed to Rowley, tend- 
ing to piove, that they were written 
not by any ancient Author, but 
entirely by Thomas Chatterton. 

Payne J Mews-Gate. 

N. B. This Appendix is now generally 
annexed to the 8vo. Edition of Rowley's 
Poems. 

Observations on the Poems attributed 
to Rowley, tending to prove^ 
that they were really written by 
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Him and other Ancient Authors, 

To which arc added, Remarks on 

the Appendix of the Editor (of the 

8vo, Ed), of Rowley's Poems. 

Bathurji, Fleet-JlreeU 

Observations upon the Poems of 
Thomas Rowley; in which the 
Authenticity of thofe Poems is 
afcertained. By Jacob Bryant, 
Efq. Payncy Mew's GatCy ^c. 

Cursory Obfervaiions on the Poems 
attributed to Thomas Rowley, a 
Prieft in the fifteenth Century: with 
fome Remarks on the Commentaries 
on thefe Poems by the Reverend 
Dr. Jeremiah Millcs, Dean of Exe- 
ter, and Jacob Bryant, E(q; 

Nichols and Walter y Charing-crofs. 

An ENiiiriRY into the Authenticity of 
the Poems attributed to Thomas 
Rowley, in which the Arguments 
of the Dean of Exeter and Mr. 
Bryant, are examined. By Tho- 
mas Warton Fellow of Trinity 
College, Oxford, and F. S, A; 

Dodjl^, Pall-MalL 
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Strictures upon a Pamphlet entitled, 
" Curfory Obfervations on the 
Poems attributed to Rowley, a 
Pried in the Fifteenth Gentry." 
With a Poftfcript on Mr. Thomas 
Warton^s ENQiTiRY into the 
fame Subjcft. By E. B. Greene, 
Efq. Stockdale^ Piccadilly. 

A Vindication of the Appendix to 
the Poems called Rowley's : In 
Reply to the Anfwers of the Dean 
of Exeter, Jacob Bryant, Efq. and 
a third anonymous Writer ; with 
fome further obfervations upon thofc 
Poems, and an Examination of the 
Evidence which has been produced 
fn Support of their Authenticity. 
By Thomas Tyrwhitt. 

Payney Mew^s Gafe. 



Te which may be added various fhorter 
Coropofitions on the Subjefl: (too nume- 
IOU9 to fpecify) inferted in the different 
monthly Magazines, 
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EXTERNAL EVIDENCE, 



Item uniyetfam tribuere in partem ; ami* 
bigiia primum videre, deinde diftingi^erei 
poftremo habere regnlatn, qua vera Sr ialfa 
judicarentur, & qu^ quibus pdfitis tStn% 
)|uaeque non eflent, confeqoentia. 

GicER. i5t Clah* Ouat. Se&;4ii; 
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tOKTENTS OP SECtldN FIRST. 

^ ''IntToduftionHcMbtive for compofing the 
Eflay — Nature of Controvcrfics — Different 
iLind of Evidence and Proof on different 
Subjefts — Subftanccetfthe Account given by 
Mrs. Chatterton and Mts. Newtoti— Mn 
Smith— Mr. Carey -^ Mr. ChyAeM — Mn 
Catcott— Mr. CapcH-^Mr. Rudhall— i/lr^ 
Thiftlethwdite— — ^-Thoughts on confidering 
^sbjefts of this or the like kind^ astelating 
to Literature in generals 
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ESSAY, &c. 



SECTION I. 

THE Poems, attributed to Thomas 
Rowley, have in a peculiar man- 
ner, attradted the attention of the learn- 
ed and the curious. But their feveral 
Enquiries have terminated in fuch oppo- 
fite opinions, that many have been indu- 
ced to think, that no point of reft can 
be found, and that the whole matter 
muft for ever fludtuate in vague con- 
jedture and unfatisfadory inveftigation. 

It is therefore with confiderable diffi- 
dence, that I engage in what may feem 
B 2t an 
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an unnecefTary or an imprafticable bufi- 
nefs. 

For whatever the abilities of ingeni- 
ous men, whatever the fagaciiy of cri- 
tics, whatever the erudition offcholars, 
could devife or produce, has been pour- 
ed fourth in a large and abundant 
dream. 

I'he fountains of the great deep of know- 
ledge have been broken up ; they have 
watered the fchools of Academics, and 
the habitations of men of more general 
converfation with the world. It is not 
with a thought that I can add many 
things abfolutely new, to furprife or 
enchain the attention, that I deliver 
my fentiments on this fubjedl : I rather 
wifti to colled the fcattered doflrines, 
to reprefent their united virtue, and to 
place them, according to my ability, in 

a man- 
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]% manner beft adapted to di(play thci^ 
tfficacy. 

*i' 
It is with no fmall degree of furpriife 
mixed with concern, that I contemplate 
men of great abilities and learning 
forming conclufions diametrically oppo- 
fite from the fame principles. The na- 
ture of the human mind confounds me 
every ftcp I take: fo true is the obfcr* 
vation of the ck^nc fabuKft^ 

Sua cuique eft aqin^i cogitatio, 
Colorqne proprius. 

For whoever oonfiders the names of thoie 
who have viewed the arguments arifing 
from the internal evidence which thefe 
poems contain, will have reafon to abate 
fomewhat of confident aflertion and pe* 
remptory decifion« 

But when the merits of. the eaufe are 

weighed with impartiality ; when argur 

nifnt is oppofed to argum«nt> and auo 

B 3 ihority 
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thoritf ta a^tiority i Lc^not biit bjj qf% 
ppinion, that the thinking part o^ii^ ^ 
gentlemen 9s are interefted in the face 
of this contcoverfy^ nniil incvitaUy al- 
low, that if external cvideppe c^n b^ 
obta^fie49 that, and that alone, can fj^enc^ 
capable of ckcidihg thcr di^p^te• Thi$^ 
a; leaP^^ c^a hardly be perverted. Fof 
iiace all ipe^e internal a^gun^ents aj;^ 
4ei:ivjd fronp the r^afon ag^ fpecplatJQ^ 
of fome inqf^if e w^\pi3a^, they- will utt/ 
doubtedly be controverted and examined 
by the reafon and ih^cnuity of* others 
who have equal pretenfiohs to be heard ; 
it » In uain th«iTfOTfeto:«xpieAUqiver; 
fal acqaiefoence. in imictem of thia lia^ 
ture; As to the Poenii»^ they are befort 
%x% i of therr etiftencd tbetc is no doobl|. 
'Hpw they were brbiigbt to it^th t 
piatter of faft -, and,a ihatier of fad 
muft be eftablifhed by legitimate and 
xxim^ctent teftimofny^ Here we have 
t|Q|topuirfetpSa!s6»ia|mquit7i ortotbe 
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^m^ifiot^ o£rO\^ev tixxies v Spit if^ is the 
i\itg, of allf that aao be advanced. 

, U the vs^ijdity of the witneflfes 9111. 
^ qv^eftionejcly or their inteqtions.provecC 
1^ b{e cUihonefi > if they bac) any pecu-?^ 
liar purpof^ w interefl to ferve^ whic^ 
pr/sveptec) them from giving plain anf^ 
versr to plain (jjueftioDSj if all or any oi, 
t^hefi^ difqualiQcaiions are found to taki^ 
place in regard to the n\atter before us^ 
}j;t wb?ttcy^r they have advanced be^ 
eft^emed 2($> null and void. But sfi all 
Qf the(0> i|s far as I hs^ve heard, are 
pe^fons of in|eg|ityi and fomeofabili* 
tj««^i and as. i;he p^ipclpal pafts of their 
evidence were delivered before the part 
^on,eithe2; fide had riiej;i to a coofi- 
durajblfi height,. aijd whecf it was cven^ 
dulDiQUs whether tbe^ fqbftapce of i( 
would ever l^c laid bejSpre th^ public | I 
ice no rjeafpn^ wl^y t;hi;ir eyidence ibould 
ao^bc f 4q|i||f d^ ^^thouc hi^tkin. 
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As we fland ofterier in need of he4 
|ng reminded than of being informed^*'' 
I l^eg leave to recall a few comn^oq 
thoughts to the reader's attention pre- 
vious to the conlidefation pf the fubjeft 
^t large. I am by no means fond of 
tontroverly, and have often lamented 
the difagreeable effcfts of it, which have 
extended much farther diah the parties 
pver defigned or conceived. But thef> 
we fhould alio remember^ that there 
are topics of univerfal intereft, in which 
the fafcty and well bein^ of mankind 
js concerned. Thefis iriiift and ought 
to be difcuifed with that zealous ar- 
dour which fubjefts like thefe demand. 

But the animofity and heat of any 
conteil is not always in proportion to 
its magnitude or importance. If in* 
deed the ipirit of Milton rofe to over- 
whelm, with an acrimortiois refiftlcfs tor- 
f ent of eloquence and argument, the fee- 
|)le defender of Charles ; we have alfq 

ff ea 
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^a the fti^rlcy and the vehemence of 
* ^ Scaliger or a Benclejr^ when the recr; 
fifying of a comma or the fubftttutioa 
f»f a particle was the important principle 
of the debate. 

In the propofed queftion, whethev 
the Poems of Rowley are authentic of 
not, I cannot conceive that the fate of 
iiations i$ invqlved, or the honour of 
any individual vitally touched. TTici 
parties really concerned are now out of 
the reach of human applanfe or cenfore. 
They have left behind them their works, « 
as toy; with which mortals may rations- 
ally amufe themlelves, and confidet* 
according to their refpeSiive capacities. 
Yet in this and in all other fubjeAs, I 
look upon Truth as one uncompounded 
fubftance<» the contemplation of which 
is the higheft gratification the human"^ 
jnind can enjjoy. 

But 
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i«9p^^<^ of. c\44f«c? 18 ^very fubj^f^ 
Xbc a?«h€mapi:i%B .gteric^ that inoq^ 

fiands on a baiis which canapt be/ihlk) 
ken. The natural Philofopher is con- 
ifinc^4v.of the CjeFtafpcy of the f oijc^u^ 
fyinjs, hq m^es, wbeA,dra.wn fppq h^^ 
^ya qxppryncnt^, y«i; fcruplc§ aot. to 
^^t^jt the teftin^^y of cr.edibl^ n^pg fpi; 
djjc truth of many otheijs, wHi?h it l\ 
ip^pffOm^ or incoi^v^aiem: for I^im tc^ 
V.9ff^k'mi!^\f,, and qn which he buU^ 
other . eqaaUy infipprtant coQcliuG^!|. 
^e c^infiot. ft}r % fingje^ ftqpjj? a^y.9f 
^e *W4ys of kr\o^lf4gp without relying 
9n. ouF fellow cjr69t;uf e« fof inforf^a^^o, 
it,i^ jbrPPgh t*4iii ffic^iijpi, t^?tf»f c rc:^ 
feiye. *^ grc«:ej3i ^aflA' wpft w$?^?JJwa 

K«h%. . Sq jiuft i$ th« ^bftriira|ioft of; % 
j^r^at Writtr; <:' Th.<rc is nqif^yejicg 
^* taught without original beli?f 3tv tbfrs 
^ are no letters learnt without faith ; 
«* !^ere is no juftice exccut^d^ no conj^ 

^ mcrco 



>■- 
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H merce malatamedt no buimefs pcoC^ 
••* cutcd wiAout this. ^ AH fecular 2^ 
^ f aics ar^ tr^fa^ted, ajil great aXchiev^ 
*' mcnts arc attetnpted, all bapcs» de» 
*^ fires, and inclinations are preferve4 
f' by this human f^ith gmsiM^ m ihf 
^* ufiimwf of man.^' 

Knpvledge indeed adnnts of various 
4egrees> from the full blaze of certain^ 
to the dimmcft twilight of probabiUtj[. 
An underftanding well-rcultivated and 
]ditfpofedtQ the reiception of truths .^vcs 
jp ^Ycry argument its. proper weight in 
ijbe balance* Some proppfitions it qanr 
l^t s^tpit without doing violence to the 
j|^|:^ciple& pf reafoniog, and the ngtur^ 
Q^e^idjenqe} tootbrcs. ityieldsb though 
^^th foipe reludance, ibould thejf bf 
fc^uA4^ ^^ coii^ca<^ a favourite precon*" 
l^eiyed opiniont But if naked truth bf 
j^ ol^c^jt cither in ^ trjiviaior ap im- 
j^^ant aflfair^ an ingenuous oiiiid will 
l^vetjliat degree of attention tq it %\i}^ 

11 
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is ncceffary for the difcovcry. I meni 
tion this, as the prefcnt Queftion is of 
little moment to the world at large ; but 
if it defcrvcs any inveftigatlon at all, it 
defervcs fuch an one, as may enable an 
enquirer to form his own judgment Upon 
it, to feature forth diftindly his own con- 
ceptions, and inftitute ajuft comparifon 
of Ibch evidence,' as the nature of t;hc 
fiibjedt will permit, wherever it may 
tend, 

As thefe Poems came to fight by 
means of Thomas Chatterton, eith'ei' 
^ author or copier, (for I deem it /^. 
fojjihk to argue on any other ground) 
the beft method which can be purfbed^ 
is, firft, to give the hiftory of this young 
tnan, yiyZrr as relates to thepoems^ without 
defcending to foreign mintitiap. This I 
am enabled to collefb from the variouit 
accounts given by thofe who were per- 
Ibnally acquainted with him, or con<^ 
fiffied by the ties of blood. This wifl 



Digitized 



by Google 



< ** ) 

comprehend the whole of tht External 
'Evidence. It is my dcfign in the Second 
Part^ to comprize all the principal argu* 
ments of Internal .Evidence which have 
been urged by the advocates of either 
opinion. Laftly, from a combination 
of the circumftances^ I mean to propole 
fuch a conclufion as ihall fccm to.nit 
moft accordant to the principles of juft 
reafoning, and the nature of evidence* 

Circumfiances^ however trifling, re- 
ceive a kind of dignity foreign to them-^ 
felves^ when united with a fubjedt about 
which public curiofity is excited. I 
hope therefore, to be excufed the men-^ 
tioning fome circumftances otberwife 
unworthy of being recorded* This pare 
of my eflay is not.fufceptible of orna*^ 
ment i fimple narration^ freed from per* 
plexity, is all that we can Jn juft ice ri-* 
quire« 

Thomas 
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1^MA« Chatterton Witt fcofti <ifi 
i&ie '20th t>f November, 1752, in theCirjr* 
oFSriftol. At the ^ of fire years hi 
was put to a little fchoolj but hbiacol- 
ttes being remarkably dull, his maftef 
could not make Kim comj^rehend the 
letters bF the alphabet^ and advifed his 
mother to remove him, which flie ae* 
cordmgly did. On his return home, hii 
mother endeavoured to inftruft him her- 
felf, and her labours were at laft at-- 
fended with fuccefs. She taught hini 
his letters from an old French ntianu<^ 
fcript on vellum, the fubjeft of which 
Was muiic; and afterwards, wheh h6 
had made fome progrefs, he read to her 
in an ancietit Teftament in Gothic Cha^ 
takers. Thefc early circumftances gave 
him a tafte for antiquity* 

About thfe age of eight yeafSi Chat^ 
tcrton was fent to Coulfton's charity 
fchool, in which nothing whatfoever was 
taught but reading Englifh, writing, and 

accompts. 
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*iccompt5. He continued here bfet^fet'^ 
fhc and feven years. It is to/bt ob- 
ferved, thit be was in fchdol under the 
immediate infpeftion of the Mafter froiA 
feven o'clock till twelve in the morning, 
and frorti one till iRve in the evening, in 
funlfntr tirfie; and in Winter from eight 
till twelve, ^nd again from one o'clock 
till foOr, tte was in bed all the year 
touhd at eight o'clock in the evening* 
The rules of the fchool never permitted 
liihi to be abfent but on Saturdays and 
Saints-days ; and then only from betwccA 
one and two o'clock 'till between feven 
atid eight in the evening. On the very 
tJay he left Coulfton's fchool he was ar-^ 
tided to Ml*. Lambert, an attorney. Hie 
'■♦vas fourteen years of age the 20th of 
"November, and bound apprentice the 
1ft of July foilowifig. 

' As Mr. Lambert^s bufinefe Was ridf 
very extenfiVe, Chattertbn was feldom 
Employed above iw6 holiirs in the d^y 
'* ' with 
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with official concerns; H€ rofe earijr* 
in the morning, and went late to i^eft at 
teighti but was never abfent from Mr; 
Lambett*s houfe latei: than ten o'clock^ 
but once, during the whole time of hH 
refidence there. He ufed to par a v^t 
to his mother and filler generally from 
eight to nine every evening. About the 
time of his being bound to Mr. Lam- 
beri^ he diicovered accidentally fome of 
the manujfcripts in queftioii, with whicti 
his father had covered twenty bibles^ 
forty copy-books, and Clark's Hiftory of 
the Bible, in quarto. He queftioned his 
mother about them, and Ihe told hitn 
from whence they originally earner and 
where he would find the remainder, viz^ 
in a large deal box belonging to his far 
ther. Upbii thii information be imme- 
diately went to the box which his mo- 
ther had pointed out, and removed the 
manufcripts from thence into a fcjuare 
tok btic of si fmaller fizei Hfe faid he 
had difcovered a tteafur^^ and was pe^- 

pctdailf 
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petiially talking about Rowky. From 
time to time he ufed to 6U his pockets 
with thefe manufcripts wkich h^ car^ 
ried to the office. He then weat him-* 
felf to the room over the north porch of 
Redclifc Church wbene be, fouad (bme 
few more. In. the evroings he iifed veiy 
often to read the ppems, which he faid 
were the comppficions of Rowlef , aloud 
to his nnother and (ifter; a^d gftefthem^ 
it was his cuftom to eqtertain them with 
bh owiy which were chiefly of a fatirical 
n^ture^ Thefe latter made them rather 
uneafy^ asthey were apprehenfive that 
fuch writings would b^ produt^iyc of 
diiag^eeaUe confcquences to himft:}f% 
Frc^m that time he con(l$nt]y kept to 
Rowley. . ^, 

His fitter Ven>Gmfeer8 to hjBVe fe^n thf 
Original parch^ment of a poeab on our 
^adyfs ,Cbm^h« anc}» as (he thipkSf of 
;:be Battle of Hayings alfo in the fam^ 
oiMJ^er* His. fift^r not upderSisnding 
C the 
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the old terms, as he read them^ he fta^ 
frequently very angry with her; par-* 
ticularly when he was reading the 
Battle of Haftings. She remembers 
hearing her brother talk very frequently 
of the names of Turgot and John Stow, 
befides that of Rowley. He never 
tranfcribed any poem at his mother's 
houfe^ but ail at Mr. Lambert's office. 
His filler remembers having once called 
upon him at Mr. Lambert's, and findr 
ing him with an aid parchment crum^ 
pled at the edges and green with age. 

AstobookSf Chatterton*s father had 
about one hundred and fifty, which 
were fold at his death to a Mr. Long* 
As to every book ^ every kind to 
which it was polfible for him, in his fitu- 
iBitioiii, to have had recoorfi^, they niu(t 
be fearched for, either at Green's arid 
Shirclifi^s circulating libraries, or at 
MeflTrs. Barret's, Catcott, and Clayfield. 
This is the fubftance of the genuine 

i volun^ 
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voluntary ihformacion which was r^ 

*ccivcd from Mrs. CHATTERxoiii his 

mother, and Mrs. Newton his fifter. r 

Ghattcrton had a few particular friends 
whom he was peculiarly attached 
d. unfolded the fecrets of his heart. 
Among thefe was a Mr. Smith. .Mr. 
Smith is of opinion, that Chatterton 
knew nothing of thefe manufcripts till he 
went to Mr. Lambert's, which was 
when between fourteen and fifteen yearf 
of age. He ufed to read to Mr. Smithy 
fometimes part3, and fomettmes whole 
treatiies irom pieces of ancient manu- 

.fcripts which were upon vcHum. He 
remembers to have fecn above a dozen 
of them. Some of them were as broad 
as the b9ttom of a large-fized chair, and 

. bad upon tbem the heads of popes or 
kings. He has fcen Chatterton, fr<- 

. quently tranfcribing them :at Lambert's^ 

.and remembers that he uftd to fead to 

him what hehadjuft tranfccibcd. Mr. 

C 2 Siinth 
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Smith con&fles that he had no tafie for 
thefe old compofition8» aod that Chat*" 
terton has often cold him that he knew 
nothing of them till he went to Mr. 
Lambert's^ That he had them from an 
old box belonging to his father, who 
procured them from a place in Redclift 
Church. Chatterton moreover told him, 
that the firft difcovery be made of their 
value, was occafioned by his obferving 
his mother's thread-papers wMch were 
of old parchment. The uncommon 
band-writing and ftrange words firuck 
him much, and upon his queftioning 
his mother^ ihe informed him where he 
might find the remainder of them> ii> 
the box mentioned above. 

Mr. Smith fays, he recollects well^ 

that Chatterton would crften walk with 

htm in Redclift Meadows, and converfc 

^with him on thefe ancient manufcripts. 

' Sometimes his heart would feem to burst 

within him ^ and then pointing to the 

Church 
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Church (in viewing which he always 
*todk a particular delight) he would^ 
with a glow of eothufiafm on his coun* 
tenance, tell him a variety of curioul 
particulars relating to it. Look there* 
would he fay, that fteeple was once 
burnt down by lightning ! This was 
the place where they formerly ufed to 
ad Plays. While he was fpeaking 
thiS) he held a parchtnent in his 
hand; but whether he read from itot 
not^ Mr. Smith does not remembev. 
Chatfercon always mentioned thefe ma- 
riuferipts as being all ancient ones; whe- 
ther all as Rowley's, Mr. Smith cannot 
iay, though he rennembers no other 
poet's name but his. Chatterton never 
at any time talked of them as his own 
compofitions; nor ever gave the leaft 
hint of fuch an idea. Mr. Smith means 
all fuch poems as he gave to Mr. Catcott 
sind Mr Barter, as ancient ones. What- 
ever he prefented to Mr. Smith or any 
^her friend as his own^ or wiiatever 1^ 

pub- 
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publiflied iri magazines, &c. with hisowit 
fignature, were undoubtedly fuch; Mr/ 
Smith obferved that he needed not to 
bormw from any mzn. His genius he 
faid, was univerfal^ and nothing but 
infpiration could fathom all the yoong 
man knew. Mr. Smith adds, he never 
inentioned any defign to him of pub« 
lifhing thefc ' ancient manufcripts, nor 
does he remember that Chattcrton ever 
found any more of them in the room 
owr the north porch of Redclift Church; 

As to Chatrcrton's learning, Mr. Smith 
fays, he is certain that the young man 
had no knowledge whatever of Greek 
and Latin. That he had once a deiigti 
of teaching himfelf the Latin tongue ; 
but that he (Mr. Smith) diffuaded him 
from the attempt, and recommended 
the French, as it might prove of more 
fcrvice to him bercafrcr. Mr. Smith 
obferved, that he wilhed he had known 
the value of thefe manufcripts as he 

might 
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might haive had them, had he exprefied 
'the leaft defire. It was through him he 
foid, that Mr fiarret and Mr. Catcott 
became pofiefled of what they now have^ 
and concluded with repeating-^ that he 
m%ht have had any of them for a word's 
afldng : but at that time be had no taite 
lor fiidi compi^ttons. 

Ghatterton had another friend who 
was called Kv^fecond Jelf^ Mr Carey. He 
has written a. letter to Mn Catcott on 
this fubjeA. The fubftance of it isj 
that he very frequently heard Chatterton 
mentum that Rowley's writings and other 
manufbripts^were in bis poifeiBon foon 
^fter he left Coulilon's fdhool» and went 
to Mn Lambert's* That Chatterton 
had) given fomeofthem to Mr. Catcott 
and Mr. Bas'ret; that he does notit^ 
iroUed Chatterton had ever Jbcwn them 
to him (Mr. Carey) as he had no t^fte 
whatfoever for old poetry ; > but that 
Chatterton had mentioned thefe ipanu*- 
i . icripts 



Digitized 



by Google 



(. 24 ) 

knptB to bim at an age when he ^a» 
mtttlf inotpable of having ^ttcten dieis^ ^ 
and wonders how any man caa be indu-^ 
^ed tx^ bdteye it. Mr. Carey fays^ he was 
acquaaored with Ckatter€cm fiocn ids 
ih£aDqr, and was wknc6 totbefrrognria 
of bis genius; and' b* of opinion^ tbAt 
his powers were by no menna eq^iial td 
the produdion of Rowley's poemsy par- 
ticotaribfiat the^ wheaiU hfongkt thftm 
to light;: add coo^dsft M(Uh ohtdBviag/ 
that he hlno^elf is oonMured of tbciir aufi 
thcnoicity* .' : ; i 

It has^ been fuppofod that Mr. Clult^ 
FiELD of Briftol furmibed Chattemm 
with books. Mr. Clayfidd; upon hang 
' ^fied^ £udhe had indeed a imall Ubi^aryi 
but dDos not recdlbft that he ctvor 
IcntChatcerMn above two books^ Whkb 
wofe, Mar.ctii*s phitological gnmtmr^ 
and that Tolume of Mamh's philolbphy 
to which a copy of verfb& is prefixed; 
Mt« Clay fi^ld is ol opidon that Chai&er> 

ton 
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too was of too volatile a turn to mad 
'much. HerecoUedts Chatterton's talking 
to bim of the ancient poemd ia que^ 
tioo^ tisough not often ; but that he 
tiied to read tohinl pafiages from MikoA 
and Tbompfon, thottgb he was prin- 
cipally food of his own poems, which 
turned chiefly on fatirical fi^hjeds, fot 
which fpectes of wriemg be had a pecu- 
liat taknt* Mr. Clayfield laid, that 
from the knowtedjge fat had of the young 
m^th he beHevedrthe poems of ftowiey^ 
CO be no more thcicompofitiona of Chat- 
lecaiii than his owa* 

, Mr. Catcott's account, as gireri hi 
the preface to the o&avo edifikm bf 
Rowley, is aafoHows. '* The firft dif- 
^ cbfery of certada manufcripts having 
^f ibtcn dq>ofised in Redclift Church, 
f^ aboire three cratures ago, was made 
.^^.io^ the year X76S, a£ the timr of 
^^ opdaidg the new bridge at Briftol; 
^ and*, was owing to a publication iti 

Farley's 
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•* Farley's weekly Journal, ift OAober 
** 1768, containing, an account af thf 
^* ctremjinm afed nt opening the Bridge^ 
** taken, as was faid, from a very ^nci- 
'• cat manufcript. This excited : tfcc 
^* curiofity of fomc peiibns to inqonre 
'* after the original. The Printer, I^c. 
*' Farley, could give no account of ic^ 
•* or of the perfbn.who brought the 
** copy; but after much inquiry it was 
. difcovered to have been brought by a 
youth of between fifteen and . ii)Eteea 
•*' years of age whofe naine was Thomas 
*« Chatterton, and wbofe family had beea 
** fextonsofRedclift Church for near one 
** hundred and fifty years. His father^ 
^* who was now dead, hadalfobeen mafter 
.« oftheFree-fchoolinPJle^ftreet. The 
:*^ young man was ^iirft very unwUlir^ 
," to. difcover from whence lie had : the 
^^ original ; but after ^ many promifes 
** made to him, he was at laft prevailed 
f^ on to :acknovtrledge that he had recet^ 
^f vcd this, together ^ mtb many otker 
. . <* manu- 
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^' ffumufcripts^ from his father, who had 
'/' found them in a large cheft in an upper 
*' room over the chapel on the north 
« fide of Rcdclift Church.*' 

Soon after this, Chatterton was intro- 
duced to Mr. Catcott, and then ga^e 
himtheBriftowe Tragedy, and Rowley's 
Epitaph on Canynge's grandfather. In 
two or three days after, he brought alfo 
to Mr. Catcott the Yellow Roll, and 
the long to ^Ila in the original manu'- 
feript, which Mr. Catcott immedtacely 
carried to Mr. Barret, and introduced 
the boy to him;^ Mr. Barret was at that 
time writing the hiftory of Briftol. The 
fong to j£l]a was written like profe 
without «ny breaks or diviiions into 
verfes. Mr. Catcott remembers that 
Chatterton had at that time the mark 
of the fchool-tonfure on his head, 
and was turned of fifteen years of 
age. He alfo recollefts that Chatterton 
then mentioned the names of moft of the 

poems 
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poems which have fince appeared* I» 
1769^ he brought to Mr Cs^cqcc the* 
tFagical encerlpd^ of i&lla in hi» qwh 
hand*writing in folio> with the epifile^ 
letter and introdudion ; upon which 
Mr. Catcott wrote^ ^ Chattertoii's Tran- 
leript 1769." Mr. Catcott is certain, that 
the young man under^ftood neither Qrtjsk 
nor Latin i and yet Mr* Catcotc could 
pifod^ce fentenbes in both thefe langua*^ 
jgfi^ from madufcripts given him by 
Chattertot^ Thiis isf a Ihort abftraft of 
«bi$ gendeman's account, to wbofe zeai 
and accenti€a» the public is princifiaUy 
indebted for this co}t<f£tioa of poems. 

In the iticroduftory aeeount to the 
poems of R6wlty, o<^ayb edUion, the 
editor ii^orais us that fometime 'after 
^ha«tertbn had brought the fkft part of 
j^^ Batd.e of Hfi^fltngf to Mr. Barret^ 
i^atgKaileautn.preil him to produce any 
part of this poem in the original hand*-' 
mtimSi m4 that atlaft he faid, that he 

wrote 
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^roce this poem himfelf for . ^frietKl i 
• but tiMt hQ had anptbcr, the copy of 
an origuuil by Ro|vky>4ndbeiDg thep.de^ 
^red CO produce that other poem, he^ after 
aconfidcrablc interval, of time, brought 
to Mr. Barret the poem marked No. 2» 
as far as v. 520 inclwfive, with the fol- 
lowing title; " £4itfU of Hajiings hj 
turgotus^ tranjhud iy Rowlyfor W. Can- 
ynge Efq^.^^ The. lines from v^ s^i in^ 
clufive, were brought fometime after iij 
confcquence of Mr. Barret's repes^tcd 
Solicitations for the conclufion of the 
pouem. 

I may add, that Chatterton once bor- 
rowed Skinner's Etynriologicum of '^t^ 
Barret, but returned it in a few .d^ys^ 
bccaufe moft of the interpretations were 
in Latin, which he did not underdand^ 
He did the fame by a fmall Saxon dic- 
tionary which had in like manner beea 
lent to him 9 and which he returned on 
the fame account. 
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• Mr. Capel, a Jeweller at Briltof, waff 
acquainted with Chatterton, and has* 
often called in at Mr. Lambert's office 
when he was writings and at times has 
feen him copying old manufcripts. As 
he never conceived, that they would 
prove hereafter of fo great a value, he 
had no particular inducement to' make 
any curious enquiry about them; nor 
will he take upon him to determine 
whether they were of parchment, or not* 
He remembers very well, that they lay 
in heaps 'and in great confufion, and ap- 
peared td be rumpled and flained. Near 
them were the papers upon which Chat- 
terton had been tranfcribing; be fays that 
Chatterton always fpoke of thefe manu* 
fcripts as ancient writings, and told him 
tbat he was then ftudying to underftand the old 
language in which they were written. 

In Mr.T. Warton's enquiry into the 
authenticity of Rowley's poems, I find 
the following account of a. tranfadiot^ 
.between Mr. Rudhall and Chatterton^ 

ftated 
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Hated in a letter from Mr. H. Cro(tit6 
Mr. Stccvcns. I have copied it verba- 
tim ; the left hand column containing 
Dr. Milles's words, and the righc hand 
one Mr. Croft^s remarks upon thcm^ 



*^ A Jtngular cir- 
cumftancc relating 
to the hiftory of this 
ceremony (« of paf- 
fing the old bridge)** 
has been communis 
cated to the public 
within theje two loft 
yidrs ; and candour 
fequirenhatitOiould 
not pafs unnoticed 
here*, efpecially as 
the charadter of the 
relator leaves no 
room for fufpicion. 
The objedors to the 
authenticity of rhefe 
poems may poflibly 
tri- 



*' Thccircum^ 
dance is 6ngular 
and I have alvvaya 
thought fo; buc 
ic has never yet, 
I believe, beea 
communkaied 4o tBe 
public i chough I 
certainly mean? k 
(hould fome time 
or other. 
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tritttoph in thedif- 
covery of a fad» 
which contains, in 
their opinion, a dc- 
cifiv^ proof that 
Chatterton was the 
author of this paper, 
and ("as they would 
infer) of all the po- 
etry which be pro- 
duced uoder Row- 
ley's name $ but when 
the circun(ftances are 
atteniively examined^ 
the reader will pro- 
bably find that even 
this fadt;^ tends ra- 
ther to eftablifi, 
than to invalidate, 
the authenticity of 
the poems. ^ 

Mr.JohnRudha|], 
a native and inhat^i- 
tant I 



It is not clear 
to ,me, that the 
advocates forChat^ 
terton have occa- 
fion to be appre- 
henfive, ifihecir^ 
cumftances JhouU 
be attentively^ ex* 
amined even g^^ 
cording to the 
Dean's own flicw- 
ing. But mine if 
fomewhat diffe- 
rent* 



My 
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flint of Briftol, and 
formerly apprentice 
to Mr* Francis 
^GreQy, an apothe- 
cary in that city, was 
Well acquainted with 
Chatterton, whilft 
he was apprentice to 

Mr. Lannbcrt. 
During that time, 
Chatterton frequent- 
ly called tipon him 
at his matter's houfe^ 
and, fom after be had 
printed this account of 
the Bridge in the Brif- 
tol paper, told Mr. 
Ruddall^ that he was 
the author of it; but 
it occurring to him af^ 
terwards^ that he 
Plight be called upon 
to produce the origi- 
nak 



) 

My vifil la> 
Briftol of a few 
days, in order to 
coUedt ioforma- 
tion concerning 
Chatterton, was 
on the ajd July, 
1778. At that 
time I gave fome- 
thing to the mo^ 
ther and fitter for 

their voluntary 

communications 
to me. After I 

publiihed Love. 
AND Madness, I 
laid a larger plan 
for their benefit* 
which I hope ftill 
to fee carried into 
execution; and I 
dettinedfomething 
more to the fami- 

D ly 
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m/, be brought to 
him one icy a piece of 
patcbmentf about the 
fizi of a hdf Jbeet of 
fooV^eap papery Mr. 
Ruddall does not think 
that any thing was 
tmtten on it when 
produced by Chatter- 
ton^ but he faw him 
tvrite feveral words^ 
if hot lines J inacha- 
roRer which Mr. Rud- 
dall did not underjtandj 
which he fays was to- 
tally unlike EngUJb^ 
andf as he apprehended^ 
was meant by Chatter- 
ton to imitate or repre^ 
fewt the original from 
which this account was 
printed. He cannot 
lietermine precifely 
hpw 



ly of him whofif^ 
genius, I fo much* 
refpe&ed, though 
I well knew his 
family deemed me 
their enemy, for 
endeavouring ta 
prove him guilt/ 
ofForgcry, Pre- 
vented from going 
to Bath, and con-« 

fequcntly from 
giving what I had 
fet apart for this 
purpofe, with my 

own hands, I 
gladly fei2ed the 
liberty allowed 
me by a friend of 
Mr. Ruddall to 
beg this favour of 
him. On the 22d 
of March, 1781, 
X 
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"how much Chattcr- 
ton wrote in this man- 
lier, but fays, that 
the time he fpcnt in 
that vifit did not ex- 
ceed three quarters 
t)f an hour; the fizc 
of the parchment 
however, (evenfup- 
poting it to be filled 
with writing") will in 
fbmc meafure afcer- 
tain the quantity 
^hich it contained. 



I wrote to Mr. 
Rudhall, towhom 
I was then aperfed): 
ftranger, making 
ufe of bis friends 
name, and enclof- 
ing a draught lo 
him or his order 
for ten pounds, 

requeuing he 
would give the 
money to Chatter- 
ton^s mother and 
fitter. On the 
30th of the fame 
month Mr. Rud- 
dall called upon 
me in LincoInV 
inn •, appeared, 
as I imagined, to 
lean to the fide of 

this que(iion 
which I hay^ ever 
thought 



D z 
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thaught to be th^ 
right: and told 
me of his own ac-^ 
cord, what cer- 
tainly agrees no 

more with the 
Dean's account, 
than what I have 
already related 

agrees with the 
Dean's faying, that 
Mr, Ruddall told 
this, in 1779, im 
tb^frofpeSi of pra^ 
curing a gratuity of 
ten pounds for Cbai^ 
ter ton's mother, from 
a gentleman who 
came to Brijlol in 
order to eolleSi in^ 
formation concerning 
the for! s hifiory^ 



He 
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.; He fays alfo, that 
tohen Cbatterton bad 
wrUten on the parch- 
ment^ he held it over 
the candle^ to. give it 
the appearance of an- 
tiquity ^ which changed 
the colour of the ink, 
iind made the parcb^ 
inent appear black and 
A little contrasted: he 
never f aw him make 
Any fimilar attempt^ 
nor was the parchment 
produced afterwards by 
Cbatterton to him, or 
(as far as he knows) 
to any other perfon. 
From a perfeS; know- 
ledge of Chaitirton's 
abilities, be thinks him 
Jo have been incapable 
of writing the Battle 



y 

If my memory 
not only fails me 
noW) but failed mc 
the fame day» and 
has failed me ever 
fince, Mr. Rud* 
dall will corred: 
me. To him I 
appeal, and by 
him I mufl: fub* 
mit to be cor- 
reded. But on 
the 30th of March 
1 78 1, he told mc^ 
AS I THINK, that 
he afjified Chatter-^ 
ton in difguifing se- 
veral pieces of 
parchment with the 
appearances of age i 
jufi before " tbit 
Account of paJjUng 
the Bridge** appear}- 
ed 
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tf HaftingSt ^ My 
ofthofe poems produced 
hy him under the name 
cf Rowley J nor does he 
remember that Chat- 
tcrton ever mention- 
ed Rowley 'spocmstp^ 
him, either as origi-^ 
nal or the contrary i 

butfomctimes 

(though very rarely) 

intimated that he 

ni^as poflefledof fome 

•valuable literary pro- 

duftions. Mr. Rud- 

dull had promt fed 

Chaiterton not to 

reveal this fecret\ 

and he fcrupuloujly 

iept his word till 

the year 1779 ; hut^ 

"on the prospect 

of procuring a 

GRA- 



in Farlt/s journal; . 
that after they had 
made feveral expe* 
rimentSj Chatterto^ 
faidy'Uhismlldo^ 
now I will black 

THE parchment : 
that whether be told 
him at the time what 
THE parchment was 
he could not remem^ 
her; that he he- 
lieved he did not fee 
ChattertonblackTH^ 
parchmenty but that 
Chatterton told bim^ 
after the '* Account 
offaJJingtheBridg^ 
had appeared in 
the. News ^paper^ 
that THE parchment 
which be had black- 
ed and difguijed, af 
ter 
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GRATUITY OF TEN 
POUNDS FOR ChAT- 
tERTON's MOTHER 

from a gentle- 
man who came to 
Bristol in order 
to collect infor- 
mation concern- 
ING HER son's HIS- 
TORY, he thought 
fo material a benefit 
to the family would 
fully juftify him for 
divulging a fecret 
by which no perfon 
now living could be 
a fuffercr.* 



ter their exp&i* 
meniSj was what 
be badjent to the 
primer cmtaimng 
the Account.^ 



*^n o t e. 
Having laid this account before the Rea^ 
der verbatim as I find it in Mr. Warton's 
Enquiry, I think it my duty to mention^ 
as I wiih to conceal nothing, that in re- 
gard to what Mr. Croft has ftatcd Jrfm 

memorff 
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. The Reverend Dr. MiUes, In his cdi-- 
lion of Rowley's Poems, p. 454. has pre- • 

fen ted 

K O T E. 

mmaryy I bate b«cii informed, and npoit 
the moft unqiaeftiotttblc authority, that there 
is a letter of Mr. Ruddall*s extant on thU 
very fubjcft, written to a friend of his. Iff 
this he perfeveres in his firft afiertion, that 
he never faw Chatterton attempt this mode of 
giving what he conceived to be the appear-t 
ancc of antiquity to more than one piece of 
parchment. However^ admitting the utmoft 
that has been advanced, I beg leave to ad4 
a few remarks on the occaiion, as fome^have 
thought this tranfa({ion of great confe- 
quencc. ^ 

If Mr. Ruddall aflually faw Chatterton 
write on parchment -and hold it over a can- 
'^le, to give it the appearance of antiquity ; I 
do not fee who can or ought to pretend to 
difpute a plain faft. But granting Mr. R. 
a&ualiy. faw him take even JevtreU pieen tf 
parchment^ and give them what he con-j 
<civcd to be the appearance of antiquity^ 
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tented us with a letter from Mr. Tkistle^ 

THWAITE, 
K O T «♦ 

thcfe ptrchments ? Were they of poetry^ 
or in profc? Did rfwy bear any refem« 
blante to thofe aSually in Mr. Barret's 
kands ? Were they fimiiar to any of real an« 
tiqtiity ? Did they pafs for ancient ones wit& 
iiny peiibn I or Were they erer feen by any 
one whatfocvcr, but Mr. Rnddall ? Nothing 
is fpccificd but ** the Account of the cere« 
monies at opening the Bridge,*' and that too 
after it had. been publifhed in the firiftol 
Journal; and Mr. Ruddall confcffes he knevr 
nothing of the fubjefts of the parchments^ 
even allowing there to have been several 
pieces of parchment, according to Mr, Croft*« 
account from memory. The very appear^ 
ances produced by Cbatterton's holding the 
jparchment over the candle, namely, tbi cfn- 
traSfim of the parchment^ and the change tf tbt 
4ohur of the ink^ are not judged to be difcri-* 
minating marks of antiquity by thofe who are 
<?onvcTfant in thofe fubjefts: and finally, I 
.would afk. Is itpoJJibU to produce the genuine 
appearance of antiquity in any piece of 

parch- 
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THWAiT£^ which contains many curiotf^, 

and 

W O T E. 

parchment^ by^ht^ding it over a candle in 
aoy manner wKatfoever* 

. A complete lift of the original parchments^ 
IKrhicb were given to Mr. Barret by Chatter* 
ton, and which he has now in his hands» 
was communicated by that gentleman to Dr» 
JMillesy and is as follows : 

Milles's Rowley^ page 438. 

The Song to Ella, with the challenge to 
Lydgate and the Anfwer. This poem was 
fent by Mr. Barret to a friend, and is un- 
fortunately loft. 

Canynge's Fcaft, a Poem, 

The firft thirty-fix lines of the Storie of 
William Canyngc. 

Tbefollttving an Hiftorical Profe Compofitiom^^ 

I. The Yellow Roll, containing an account 
of the origin of coinage in England, 

and 
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and Interefting particulars. The fu6- 

ftance 

NOTE. 

and of the curioiities in Canynge's cabU 
net. This alfo was lent with the fbng 
to Ella, by Mr. Barret to a friend^ and 
is loft. 
;i. The purple Roll, thirteen inches by ten, 
containing an Account of particular 
Coins, and the fecond and third Se£tion» 
of Turgotus's Hiftory of Briftol. N. B. 
The firft Seftion above quoted is alfo 
extant in Chatterton*s own hand, but 
the original does not appear. 

3. Vita Burtoni, a parchment roll, about 

eight inches long, and four broad, very 
clofely written; containing an account 
of Sir Simon de Burton, and his re- 
building Redclift church. 

4. Knights Templars Church ; a Hiftory of 

its foundation, &c. 

5. St. Mary's Church of the Port; a Hiftory 
, of it from its foundation, ending with 

the vcrfes on Robert Canynge. 

6. Roll of Bartholomew's Priory, with a Lift 

of the Priors. 

7. An 
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jQs^ttct o(% as far as I conceive^ amot&ntp * 
to th^s : 

Mr* 

NOTE. 

7. An Account of the Chapel and Houfe of 

Calendarics ; a drawing of the chapel, 
and" underneath an explanation of it, 

8. Ella's Chappie- No drawing, except of 

the Kift of Ella, but there is an account 
of its foundation. 

9. St. Mary Magdalen's ChapcL A draw- 

ing only. 
*20. Grey Friars Church. A drawing only. 
*l I. Drawing of three monumental Infcrip- 

tions. 

12. Ancient Monument andRudhall: mere 
delineations, 

13. Lefler and Greater St. John's : only a 
rude delineation. 

.14. Several Drawings of the Caftle of Briftol 

15. Strong Hold of the Caftle : a drawing^ 
and account of its foundation, by Ro- 
bert Earl of Gloucefter, and Sitethei'eof. 

""16. Old Wall of Briftol ; mere drawings. 

17, Carne of Robert Curthofes Mynde in 
Callle fteed : a drawing or figure^, Wita 
the words Carne, &c. tinderneaith, * 
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Mr. ThIstlethwaitb informs ut^ 
that by means of his intimacy with a Mu 
Thomas Philips, fometime an aiEf^ 
cant matter in CouIfton*s Cbarity^fchool 
in Briftol, he formed a connexion with 
Cbattcrton then oa the foundation there, 
about the end of the year X763, Mr* 
ThifUethwaite thinks that Chattercon 
did not pen a fingle couplet during the 
fit,& three years of his acquaintance with 
him, nor had he at that time formed 
any exalted idea of xht boy's abilities. 

In the fummcr of the year 1 764 Chat- 
terton informed Mr. Thriftlcthwaitc, 
that he was in pofledion of certain old 
xnanufcripts which had been found depo- 
fited in a cheft in Redclift Church, and 
that he had lent one or two of them to 
^r. Philips before-mentioned. Mr. 
Philips, (who was of a poetical turn 
himfelf) a few days after ihewed one of 
them on parchnient or vellum to Mr. 
Thiftlechwaite, who is confident that it 
was the poem entituled Eknourc andjugd^ 

^ter. 
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cfiier^irarcls publifhed in the Town and 
Country Magazine for 1769. Mr. ThiP 
tlethwaite fays, the parchment or vel- 
lum appeared to have been clofely pared 
round the margin, for what purpofe, or 
by what accident, he knows not \ but 
the words were entire and unmutilated* 
As the writing was yellow and pale, as 
Mr. Thiftlcthwaite conceives, by age, 
Mr. Philips had with his pen traced and 
goneoverfeteral of the lines, which, as 
well as Mr. Thiftlcthwaite's recollcftion 
fcrves, were written in the manner of 
profe, withqut any regard to punAua- 
lion. Yet neverthelefs, they could not 
make out the full meaning and fcope 
of the whole, from their ignorance of 
the chara£ters, manners, language and 
orthography of the age in which the lines 
were written. 

In the courfe of the year 1768, in 
divers vifits that Mr. Thiftlcthwaite 
made to Chatterton, (while he was at Mr. 

> Lam* 
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-Lambcrt*s) he found him employed iti 
° copying Rowley, from what he then con- 
fidered^ and does Hill confider, as un« 
doubted originals. He is of opinion^ 
that Chatterton received affiftance in 
«!Rplaining the old terms, from the 
glolTary to Chaucer ; and he thinks ht 
once faw him with Skinner's Ecymo* 
logicon Linguae Anglicans. Mr. Thif- 
tlethwaite perfc6bly remembers to havfe 
read feveral ftanzas copied from the 
JDeathe of Sir Charles Bazvdin, the o- 
riginal of which then lay before him 5 
but, that he thinks the language, as he 
then faw it, was much more obfolete 
than in the prefent editions of that beau- 
tiful poem* 

Mr. Thiftlethwaite obferves, that 
when Chatterton wa? alkcd for the origi- 
nals of thofe pieces, (fince publiihcd in 
Chatterton's Mifcellanies, fuch as the 
imitations of Offian, &c.) he hcfuatcd 
. not tQ confefsi that they were merely 

the 
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clie offspring and invention of his owh* 
fancy. But whenever he was queftioned * 
^ as to the authenticity, of the poems at- 
jtributed to Rowley^ his declaration waa 
invariably and uniformly in fupport of 
•cheir antiquity and the reputation of 
their author Rowley. 

Mr. Thiftlethwaite thinks^ that had 
Cbatterton been the author of the poen® 
attributed to Rowley, fo far £rom fccre*- 
ting fuch a circumftance^ he would have 
made it hb firft and his greateft pride : 
as all who were acquainted with him 
will readily admit, that vanity and aii 
-inordinate thirft after praife eminently 
diftinguifhed his character. Mr. Thif- 
tlethwaite is of opinion, that the immo- 
fality of Chatterton's life has been ag- 
gravated far beyond the truth : but 
whatever be the ftatc of the cafe in this 
point, the zeal of Mr. Thiftlsthwaite's 
regard for the memory of his friend, 
defcrves our approbation or our excufe. 

For 
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l**or my own part, I am intlined to fear 
that the end' of* thiS unfortunate^ inge- 
nious and jtiuch-lamentcd youih; was of 
that dreadful kind, to which the fcencs 
bf unnatural Atheifm arid immature de- 
bauchery have an aimoft nccelTary ten- 
dency. His fpirit was impatient of con- 
troul, confcious oF Uiidefervcd and un* 
accountable negleftj till at laft, pride, 
melancholy and fccpticifm wrought upon 
liis powers, and having done their 
J)erfe<3: work, hurried him into the grave, 
without a fear and without a hope. 

Thij^ is the State of fuch Evidence as 
has been procured, relative to Rowley's 
t^oems, which I havefcndeaVdUfed to place 
in a clear point of view* I have purpofely 
avoided entering into a difcuffion of the 
miriuti^ of Chatterton^s life, hU adventu- 
ring turn amon^bookfcllers.and political 
pamphlet-writers, with other trifles, 
which I deera either foreign to the in- 
veftigation, or ferving only to embarrafs 
E and 
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^nd bewilder our thoughts, when direftcd 
to the particular objcft. 

I think what has been advanced in- 
difputably proves the exiftcncc of many 
of the parichments in queftion, and of 
the contents of fome -of them. Had 
they confifted of plain profe narrations, 
br merely of fuch events as had not hi- 
therto cortne to lijght ; had they treated 
bf anecdotes, armorial bearings, ancient 
rctords or fimilar points of antiquity, 
i much doubt whether any qucftiort 
would have been raifed of their authen- 
ticity. But what a different objeft is 
prefcnted to our contemplation ! we be- 
hold a poetictil fabric, perfcdt in all its 
parts, rrfing from an abyfs of darknefs 
and obfcurity, whofe foundation is folid, 
and whofe fuperftrufture is elegant. It 
feems as if the Spirit of Poetry had chofen 
it for his fecret rcGdcnce* 

l^en, 
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Men, like Mr, de Voltaire, may indeed 
fmiie at contending Coaimcntators, and 
may talk with fome degree of pleafantry 
of what that lively wri:er calls, 'The Spirit 
of Charity betzt^en two Chinefe Interpret 
ters^ ♦. 

But to rcafon is one thing, and to 
joke is another. Let each poffcfs its 

♦ The paffage I allude to is the following, 
taken from the exordium of a little treatife 
which Voltaire, for reafons befl known to 
himfelf, chofe to entitle. La Defend de mon 
Oncle I the fentence contains a juft and good- 
humoured fatirc on the rage of fyftcm when 
purfued without judgement, but falls impo- 
tent from the fliield oppofed to it by real 
learningt ** Quand Monfieur Guignes fit 
** defcendre Ics Chinoifes des £gyptiens» 
** quand il pretendit que TEmpercur dc la 
« la Chine Tu ctoit vifiblement le Roi d'E- 
** gypte Mines J en changeant nes en «, & mi 
•' en y (quoique Menes ne foit pasun nom 
** Egyptien mais Grec) mon Onclc alors 
E a , «fc 
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|)ropcr department, and truth has at all 
times defied the power of ridicule, 'tht 
difficulties attending this queftion aire; 
doubtlefs, very great : nor can they even 
6e underftood in their full extent, with- 
out much patient examination* Yet 
when we confider the nature and com- 
plexion of our underftandings, and 
how wonderfully they vary ; that what 
is proof with one, appears only in the 
light of conjedttire with another; wo 
ihould not be too bafty in dr;(wing our con*" 
clufions. Neither names, nor party, nof 
authoriryj nor prejudice, nor conjefihire^ 
Ihould influence fuch minds as deem the 
enquiry intercfting* lA every coneetn; 
an honeit mind is bound thus to adl : 
to propofc his doubts for doubts, and 
his opinions for opinions* 

*• fe permit- nne petite raillcrie innoccnte^ 
** laquellc d'ailleurs ne dcVait point afFaiblir 
** rcjprit de charitS tntre deux Interpraes Chinois* 
** Car au fond mon Oncle eftiniait fort Mon- 
•* fieur puignes/* Sijfc omma4 

If 
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^ If any pcribn con£ders this queftion 
as a matter of mere amufement, and 
not of any ierious impprtan^e, he fays 
no more of it than may, with equal juf^ 
tice, be affirmed of every other mere liter 
i:ary fubjeft. Yet even in this point of 
view it deferve$ no common regard. Ic 
}S a national fubjeA, and adminifters 
9iany an interefting topic jo our difcuffioa 
in the antiquities of our own language, 
planners and cyfloii>s. I \vouId further 
(uggeft^ as a general apology; that we 
i^nd all of o.ur fellowrC)reatures (land ia 
jfMch frequent lused of retaliation from 
9)or9 ferious concefns, that he who cai| 
lAcr^afe the ftock of harmkfs pleafure, 
md furniih out an intellectual feaft, 
frptn the d^pthjK of literaturei the receffes 
of harqiQny, tht power of the pencil^ 
or the creation of poetry^ is a member 
of fociety niore intrinfically ufeful and 
fefpedable^ than we may at Br^ imagine, 

E3 ^^r 
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Employment and cxcrcifc are neceffary 
for every Being. There is an energy, 
an aftrve principle in the human mind, 
which muft operate vilibly or in fecret, 
and have its peculiar objeft. Unfor- 
tunately for us, the nature of that obje<9, 
too often becomes indifferent when once 
the paffions are fuffcred to interfere. It 
is not then the fubjeft, but the alFeftions; 
not the end propofed, but the pleafur^ 
of contention. Any thing will ferve; 
the ftruggles for forms of government, 
the fubtleties of Theology or Metaphyfics, 
the Homo-ouRon and the Homoi-ouCionj 
the Sleep of the Soul, Space and Time, 
the Epiftles of Phalaris or iht Poems of 
Rowley, may be, and are fully fuffioient to 
difplay the internal nature of man, and 
feelingly perfuade him what he is. 

Perhaps indeed every fubjeft, which 
requires a train of argumenf, in fopie 
meafure promotes the end of our being ; 
and by informing the underftandingjhas 
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a tendency to correft the heart. If we 
impartially confider that all the acumu- 
lated volumes of found reafoning and 
juft criticifm never yet formed, poffibly 
never affifted, a Poet ; that all the infti- 
tutions of eloquence never yet conferred 
the gift of fpeech, or taught an Orator 
to wield at will the paflions of man ; Wje 
may be inclined to queftion what fpecu- 
lations can prove of any real utility. Yet 
no one who difcourfes with propriety on 
the drama or the epic or fimilar points, 
is deemed wholly ad ufelefs writers it is 
always of fome importance to reduce 
under the rules of legitimate reafoning 
thofe fubjeds which feefm abandoned to 
the caprice of tafte. Why then fliould 
thefe enquiries into the Poems attribu- 
ted to Rowley be regarded as frivolous, 
when we confider the various topics 

they 
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they may neceiTarily introduce, or the 
pleafing fpeculations into which they 
may lead an incjuifitive mind ? 
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SECTION II, 
INTERNAL EVIDENCE. 

Difputantium fervor if partiu|n iludiuoi 
r^bi^s per ie Claris a^bem & c^iginem obdu-r 
(Cunt, dum undique conquifith laqueis alter aberum 
irretin f^ ahfurdis involvfre couatur.^ Si auteo^tu 
mexy vel ego fuse opinioni aflentior, perinde 
^ Veritat;em qu^entibtt8» dummodo illiii$ 
£ptio|r babeatur fententia, quae verior, & ix^ 
^ cp^ientiamus. 

LocK^ Epill. a4LipibQr^b. 
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ESSAY, &c, 



SECTION II. 

IN almoft every Controvcrfy, which 
18 fijibmitted either to judicial decifion, 
Qr to the arbitration of tafte, men are 
difpofed to view the arguments offered 
ip fupport of a particular opinion in 
different lights, whence neccflarily arifes 
4 diverficy of judgment. But the human 
mind is too often accuftomed, either from 
impatience of delay, or from want of 
proper ^^\^ or more commonly from 
inattention and idlenefs, to give a hafty 
aflent or diflent to fubjeds and propofi- 
tioiis, even where clear demonftrativc 
proofs and certain knowledge may, if 
fought after with diligjence^ be obtained^ 
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4.S to Literature, tht^ various ijaodes of • 
our purfuits, and the particular caft 
which our minds may have received from 
accidental circumftances, render it an 
abfurdity to cxpeft an^ uniformity of 
opinion. 

In Poetry this is peculiarly remark-. 
able: bvu: if we would for a momcti): 
confider what criterion each man f^ts up 
for.himielf) the wonder would cealc. 
If the compofition is fuch> as interests 
the pailiops and applies to the feelings 
of the heart, the general voice of man- 
kind will acknowledge it5 excellence* 
But if it propofes to devate the fancy by 
the power of €&ion and the fublimity of 
imagery, it is vain for an authortohope 
fqr appobation b\it from th^ ifitelllgent, 

' I mention Poetry, as among all the 
arts and inventions of men, which ennon 
ble or embelliffa life, there is no one 
which, under fome of it§ diverfifie4 

foxmjj^ 
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forms, has more ftrongly atlrafted the 
notice of every rank and underftanding. 
Whatever is uncommort in this art na- 
rurally excites curiofity, and calls forth 
the erudition and fagacity of critics. In 
the learned 'languages much time has 
been expended and abilities exercifed in 
fettling the text of the ancient bards, 
ind difplayihg their beauties and defeds. 
But, now firice almajl/ill that human abi- 
lities can perform has been cxhaufted in 
reftoring thcfe valuable remains of ge- 
nuine compofition to their original per- 
feAion and purity, the learned of our 
own nation have with great propriety 
turned their induftry to the illuftration 
of thofe authors, whofe names have 
made the name of England famous, 
wherever the influence of Ifterature is 
felt throughout the world* It is now no 

longer 
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longer a fatire on us that we have neg* 
ledled our national authors, and all the 
charms and cxcelleneies of our own 
language* 

It cannot therefore be a matter of 
furprife, that the publication of the 
Poems attributed to Rowley fliould 
have founded an alarm amongft us, and 
roufed the aftive fpeculations of every 
votary to antiquity, fcience and poetry* 
We already know the various fuccefs 
with which this conteft has been carried 
on, and the refpcdable names which 
have been engaged in it* The books 
which have been compofed on this fub* 
jedt are numerous, of great learning 
and ingenuity ; but thole of the higheft 
cftimation are perhaps of a bulk rather 
too formidable and replete with erudi* 
tion too abftrufe, to attraft general atten- ' 

tion^ 
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tion. It is therefore my intention in this 
"^aCe to deliver with the utmoft fidelity, 
accuracy and concifenefs in my power, ibi 
principal Arguments of Internal Evidence^ 
which have been urged for and against 
the authenticity x>f the Poems in quef- 
tion* I ihall give them divefied of the 
illuftratipns they have received, as the 
various topics introduced would require 
volumes to difcufs them ; and as they 
have already been treated in thofc books 
to which the curious reader may cafily 
have recourfe* 

Those who maintain that the Poems 
attributed to Rowley, are the production 
pf the eighteenth and not of the fifteenth 
century, and that they were compofed 
by Thomas Chatterton, fupport their 
opinion by the following arguments^ 
They contend, in regard toj 

Stile, 
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StiLB, Composition and SENTiMEN-flN 

• 

21W/, thefe Pbems eihibit fiidh a |>cN 
feftibn in all the dSffcteftt department^ of 
good cotbpofiti(^^ U thutt have been 
tlie refiik of a lotig efbbliihment 6f Hii 
trts dnd hkbid of Writing} and that t%tj 
fttozas bkve futh a briQiancy asi did hdl 
appear in our poetry tilt (he middfe of 
tjie preftrit cciitUfy. Tbat^ our 61^ 
Englilh poets are rnirfute ahd ^articuFari 
do" not deal in abftraftibn and general 
exhibition^ but dwell on realities, fhaf; 
even in the narrative or defcriptive, the 
writcf of thefe Poeifts adopts ideal 
ternnis and artiBdal ihodes^ of telling ^ 
faft, and too frequently fells into mcta J 
|)bdry metaphyficiid ioiagery, and inx:i- 
dental perfomficatioh* Tbdt, hispropeh-^ 
fity to perfonjftCJittAh is' indulged to a* 
great exteriti^ahd fottle of his aJlegorical 
perfonages are delineated on too large at 
fcale fdr the fimplicity of a remote peri- 
od, and arc often fuperior to thofc of 

Sackviile 
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SackvlUe and Spcnfcr. ^haty There is n6 
tegular tragedy in the Englifh language 
fcxtant, printed prior to that entitled Gor^ 
boduc. That^ Superiority of genius never 
yet produced a perfect model in the infant 
cy of compofition. iToat Poetry, like other 
fciences, has its gtadud acceflions and 
improvements, is influenced by the con* 
dition of focietyj aflumes accidental and 
arbitrary fornls, and is fubjedt to new 
and peculiar modifications. Tbatj A 
continued tenour of difparity, not fo 
much in the ftile as in the feniiment, i^ 
z ftriking charaftcriftic of the old Englifh 
poetry, ind that the bad predominates, 
Tbaty Our ancient poets abourtd in un- 
natural conceptions, ftrange imagina- 
tions, capricious extravagancies, and 
e^^en in the mod ridiculous incon-^ 
fiftences, which ate not difcoverable iri 
thefe poems. That, They abound with 
modern words and modern formularies 
of exprefiion, even with whole lines and 
paragraphs not to be diftinguifhed front 
F the 
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|die eonipefitions of the prefent dtyi antf^ 
That J the Tranfcriber has modernized Tcr 
piuch of the aocieat vcrfes, (if ever 
there were any) a) Co leave very lUcle of 
jihe original. 

As to MfiTitfl^x tbej are of opinion ^ 
TBaty The ftanza of the old Engliih poets 
IS moft commonly formed of lines of 
f qual ieety with an uniform reeurrencc-of 
the fame fyftematic akernation of rhyme ^ 
ftut that in thefe poems we fometimet 
find that devious and irregular meafurc 
caUed the Pindaric^ which was never 
known till Cowley's tune. 7Jbat^ Th9 
ftanza io which JEMsl^ Godwin^ the 
Tournament and other poems in this 
eolle(5lioa are written,, confiits of tenif 
Kncs conitruded of ;two quatrains rhy^ 
ming alternately, and ckiHng with arr 
Alexandrine, of which we have no fpe^ 
(imenin Chaucer, or Lydgate^^or Gower, 
fud that neither of them ever clofe withe 
90 Alexandrine* Tkat^ Spenfer firfl: ex- 
tended 
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trended the tld oftdve ftan^a to mne: 
Verfes, clofiltg with the Alexandrine, to 
which Piior aftetwards added a tentll 
line, preferving the Alexandrine clofc; 
which laft poet they concetve to have 
been the model to the author of the 
poems in qUeftton^ in thi$ particular^ 
That J The truth of accent, or legi- 
timacy of cadence which uniformly" 
marks the termination of the lines, 
and which prevails in thefc poern*^ 
is far fuperior to that of all the fuppofed 
Rowley-s cotemporaries. 72^^/, There 
are no polyfyllabic terminaition^ of the 
Vcrfe with which our ancient poets a- 
bound I and laftly, 77?aty the rythmical 
harmony is totally different from theirSir 

As to Ancient Langi^age, they 
think; Tbaty The ancient language of 
thefe poems is affe^cd and unnamral, 
and that antiquated expreflions are tti* 
grafted on the prcfcnt modes df fpeecb. 
Thaf, The di^ion and verfificatbn art 
F z at 
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ft jperpetual variance, a$ the authof i»? 
fometimes as fmooth and tnellifluous a»' 
Drydcn and Pope, and yet more ob*^ 
fcure and inexplicable than Gower ot 
Chaucer. Tkai^ The author of thefe 
poems appears to have borrowed his 
language fronri gloffaries and etymolo'' 
gical Engliih lexicons^ and not from 
Hfe and pra&ice* Tiai, we obferve ii> 
thefe poems a faditious ancient didtion, 
at once obfolete and heterogeneous, 
anomalous in every rcfpctt, fuch as 
could never have been in ufe at any aera 
of antiquity; fuch as is not tranfmitted 
by any ancient EngllQi author ^ and pare 
6f which moft certainly would have been 
almoft as littk underftood three centuries 
ago as at prefent. 

As to HisTOiiiCAL Allusions^ and tba 
Learning contained in the Poems, they 
apprehend; Thaf^ Thefe arc by no means of 
fo recondite a nature as many have main- 
tained; but (bat Chatterton might hava 

been 
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httn fgpplied with fuch information from 
books by no means uncommon^ fuch 
as Hollinglhed, Fox, Fuller's Church 
Hiftory, and others of a limilar nature« 
That, Deep learning has been mifiakeq 
for general reading. Thaf, In thefe 
poems there is no Gothic learning, fuch 
as the the pedantry of a prieft in xhe fif«^ 
teenth century could have exhibited i no 
alluiions to the dailies of the dark ages, 
as Ariftotlc, Boechius, the Fathers^ &c, 
whereas our ancient writers arc pcrpe^ 
tually Ihewing their fmall ftock oflearn^ 
ing by quotation in ieafon and but of 
feafon* Tbat^ Though thefe poems a^ 
bound with beautiful fentences and il« 
luftrations of morality, yet there is no 
Religion in them, that is, no prolix devoti« 
onal epifodes which mark the poetry of 
Rowley's age. ^baU They are not inter^ 
fperfed with texts of fcripture, and ad- 
drcfles to the faints and the Holy Virgin^ 
but to fuch allegorical divinities as truths 
fioatent and others of Pagan original. 
F 3 • fhat^ 
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fbat^ There arc no allufions to oJd ro*^ 
mancea, fuch as the atcbievemcnts of 
chivalry, Arthur's round table, Sir Trif. 
tram or Charlemagne with hi$ twelve 
peers, which were the favourite and 
eternal topics of allufion in this periods 
TbaU The Greek language was cither not 
taught^ or not cultivated in England tit 
Edward the Fourth's reign, and that it 
would be difficult to prove that the fup- 
pofed Rowley could have (een the ^liad 
of Homer, either in the original or in 
a prcfe tranilation, and yet it is conceived 
that the author of tbefe poems had no 
iaconfiderablc knowledge of Homer'i 
works^ ^aty If fuch a poet as Rowley 
had really exifted^ he could not have 
been neglefted or forgotttn for fo long 
z time, and that fome cotemporary 
writer would have taken notice of him % 
and finally, that the fuppoOtion that 
Cuch a collection of poems ihould fubfift 
only in one cdpy^ and that too unfeen* 
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tinknown} nor etrer once tranfcribt^ &r 
fo long a period^ is iocredible* 

As to THB COMPAHISOSr OF CsLAV^ 
TERTON's aWN POEMS WITH THOSE 

ATTRIBUTED TO RowLEY, thcy thinks 
^batf The boafted intquality of the 
former is hy no means to be allowed 
S^Jbaf, If there is an inequality, yet the 
fame hand appears in both^ and thU 
inequality is eafy to be accounted fof^ 
as Chatterton Iavi(h«d all his powerl, 
•when in a ftate of eafe and unembaraifed 
in his circumftancesy oh the counterfeit 
Howley, but that his Mifcellanies were 
the offspring of Indigence, Inconvenience 
and Diftra^ion. 



The Advocates for ^e Jutberitidt^ 
4)f the Poems attributed to Rowley, argue 
to the following efFe<5l ; 

AstOSTTLEa COMPOSITION and SENTI- 

.M£NT, they conceives TJ&tf/, Though thefe 

poeGQS 
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^ems certainly exhibit fuch an uniform 

mity of excellence, as ia rarely, or rathef 

^never to be found in the works now extant 

written in the fifteenth century, yec, 

when we compare any compoGcion with 

^another of the fame or a. prior age, the 

difference fubfiftingis not always a di^er 

.Tcncc refulting from time, hut often 

from fituation, taftc and judgment. 

. ffia/, A perfedt model may be produced 

.even in the infancy of compofition, as 

/uch an inftance is actually to be 

found in the literary annals of the moft 

: learned nation that ever cxiftcd. Tba^^ 

Though we may have no regular Englilh 

tragedy extJint, printed prior to Gorbo- 

due, yet it does not therefore foUovK, 

that no one ever was written, though 

ffom peculiar circumftanccs it n^ight 

iicver have been publiftied. Ty&j/, Even 

allowing all the abfurditics, inconfifl:en» 

pies, difparities, and every other defc<5t 

\^ Qur ancient Englifli authors, which 

haVie 
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haveWn fo forcibly difplaycd and urgcd» 
yet, that perfect tafte and judgment, th^ 
habits of difcrimination, of fclcdion 
^nd rejcftion, are the rcfult of long 
experience in the art of writing; an4 
that fuch tafte and judgment is exhi^ 
^ited in tbefe po^ms, as it is impofiible 
could have been attained by a youth of 
Chattercon's age, iicuation and circumr 
llances, or by any young man whatfoc^ 
ver, at fo early a period of life. That^ 
It is by no means probable that Chati- 
tertoo made fuch great and frequent al« 
terations, as entirely to have changed the 
iubftancc of the poems, or the formation 
of the verfc, but that what he did, pro^ 
ceeded from a neccffiry of fupplying 
what was deficient, or from conjrftur^ 
when the words were not fufficiently Icr 
gible in the apciept mapufcript^ 

As to Mi;tre, they are of opinion ; 
Tbaif In all languages the modes and 
^i^tjfures of verfc were originally in* 

vtntcd 
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rented and adopted from accidental 
circumftances, and according to the 
various taftc of the various authors of 
eminence in fucceeding periods, ^at^ 
Some meafurcs, from a conceived prb^ 
priety in them, though wholly arbitrary^ 
have been affigned to greac aftd lofty 
fubjedls, fuch as the hferoic and thcdra^ 
matic, and others again to inferior fub- 
jefts, fuch as the elegiac and paftoraU 
itkai, Very early in the EngliJh Poetry* 
there are inftanccs of a great variety of 
tneafures ufed by authors, fome prior to^, 
and others cotemporary with the fup"- 
pofcd Rowley, fuch meafurcs as the oc- 
tave ftanza formed from the OttaVa Rimti 
of the Italians, the fcven-lined ftanzar, 
or Rithm Royal, the dcca-fyllabic alhfl 
OiSto-fyllabic couplet, and the ftanza df 
ten lines ufed by Chaucer in one of his 
fmallcr poems. 7^^/, It is by no mean« 
Improbable, that Rowley might have 
introduced the Alexandrine verfe at the 

clok 
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cfofe of the ftanza, though he was not • 
the inventor of that fpecies of Terfev 
which was ufed by Pierce Plowman in 
his vifions. That, The poly-fyllabic 
clofe of thie verfc, and the falling of thd 
thynae ^n the penukima or ante-^penul« 
tima fyUable is not fo very commoa 
among our ancient authors as has been 
affcrtcd. yi?j/. Though the uniformity 
of the rhyme in Rowley's verfe and the 
continuance of the harmonic cadence are 
certainly fupcrior to the produdlions of 
his age; yet, that our ancient poets 
fornifh abundant inftances of modern 
cadences and harmonious lines, though 
thinly fcattered in proportion to tho 
bulk of their writings : which circuni- 
ftance however demonftrates * what may 
be called a capability in our language at 
a very early period. Thaty In all the 
annals of the Poetry of all modern na- 
tions, the Engliih, Italian, Frcnch^^ 
Spanish and Portuguefe, there is abfo- 
futely no fuch compofition extant as a 

Tragedy 
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Tragedy written throughout in any oni^ 
pf the various ftanzas above-mentioned, 
fupported regularly and without inter«> 
xniifion, (fave in the IntroduAion to the 
Minftrers Songs) except the Tragedy 
of ^lla in the ten-lined ftanza* That^ 
From the arbitrary origin of all mea-p 
fures^ it by no means follows, be^ 
eaufe neither Gower, nor Chaucer, nor 
Lydgate, nor their cotemporaries ever 
vfed the ten lined ftanza with the rhymes 
diipofed like Rowley's and clofing with 
an Alexandrine, that therefore neither 
Rowley nor any other author of tafte in 
that age, could not or did not either 
adopt or invent it* 

As to Ancient Language they con- 
ceivev ^hai^ The Poems of Rowley arc 
written in a provincial dialed, accpr^ 
ding to the idiom of the peoplf, in whofc 
country the author refidcd and was pro-, 
tably born. That^ the inflexion and or- 
thography of words in ia remote a pe-? 
riod is 4 matter ofvefy great uncertain tyr 
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'^hati the grammar of the ancient Err-^ 
gliih language affords many inftances of 
want of precifion. Ihat^ Many words ob* 
je<5ted to, as not exifting in any author 
whatfoever but Rowley, are adtuallf 
found in other writers, fomc prior to, 
fome cotemporary with, and fome pot 
terior to bis age ; all of which the di« 
ligence of future commentators may 
probably difcover, Tihat^ Many of thofe 
words cannot be found in thofc glofla* 
ties and didbionaries to which Chkterton 
had accefs. 72^^/, Cbatterton has ac«- 
tually givea- a falfe interpretation of 
many terms in thefe poems. Ihat^ There 
is no ground for fuppoCng that he coin*> 
ed thefe words without an abfurdicy. 
Tbaty As to the infertion of fom^ words 
in thefe poems, prior to the fuppofed 
Rowley's age^ it is no more than has 
been cuftomary with all poets in all 
ages and nations, ^baty As to modern 
phrafes and words, fomc of them were 
neceiTarilf introduced by Chattertqn to 
fupply the chafms wherever the originals 

were 
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jmtrc ddicient^ and that even iDoft of 
tbefc modern terms may be paralleled ' 
4fi ancient authors. iJbat^ As to the 
-language being fo very intelligible, Au-* 
thors prior to and (bme cotemporary 
.with Rowley, furnifh many inflances 
of as great cafe and fluency as in the pre** 
•fent age; in particular, his cotemporary 
Lydgatt throughout bis writings* 

As to Historical ALtt/siONJi 
and the Learkting contained in thefe 
f oems, they are ofopinion \ That^ Thefe 
poems abouod with much uncommon 
and recondite erudition, which, upon fo* 
i>er examination, appears to have been 
impoffible for a youth of Chatter ton^s 
.age, fituation andcircumilances to have 
attained, and could only have been the 
lot of a very fupecior fcholar. That^ This 
learning cannot be refolved into the idea 
of general reading, but muft have been 
dr^wn from the original fources of in- 
ifotmation ; in particular that many 
.*ames of the Saxon l£jirls or Comifes, 

men- 



Digitized 



by Google 



( n ) 

ihentioned in the Battle of HdfttDgs ai-e fo^ 
be found in no hiftorian now extant» 
and are only discoverable in the DoomC' 
day book^ wbofe authority cannot be 
queftionedv and to which Chatterton 
doubtlefs could not have had recourfe. 
TJrtf/y The Greek language was cultiva- 
ted 10 the reign of Edward the fourth, 
and prior to that period in England^ as 
nnay be fhewn from undoubted authority, 
and that the works of Homer and Xe- 
Dophon, to inftance no others, were then 
read* That, Many works of excellence 
in dtfFerent languages, have been buried 
^mong duft and manuicripts for ages^ 
till imne fortunate circumftance ha* 
4>rought them forth to lights That^ 
ThouTands of learned and able men in all 
dges hate lived aad died in obfcurity^ 
of the wotld unknowing and unknowii, 
citberfrom choice^ or foiftc peculiattty 
attending their fituation. fbat^ As leartif- 
ing in tboiie dark ages was principally 
confined to ccclcfiaftics, there is no ab- 

furdity 
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< fordity In the idea of Rowley's profiGt* 
ency in the Greek language, if it be ne* 
<:effary to fuppofe that the author of 
thefe poenns muft have been acquainted 
with the works of Homer* 

• As to A Comparison of the Poems 

ATTRIBUTED TO RoWLEY WITH THOSE 

WRITTEN BY Chatterton, ihey con- 
ceive ; Tbaty There is fo greatan in equa- 
lity between them, that it is impoffible 
for them to have been the work of the 
fame author. T'Jbat^ The poems of Row- 
ley are uniformly fupported in every 
lattribure of juft and legitimate compo- 
fition ; whereas in tbofe by Chatterton^ 
though there are many bright and inge- 
nious thoughts in no inelegant vcrfifi- 
cation, yet that the whole are com- 
.pofed in fo vague and defukory a man* 
Tier, with fuch miftakes in mjihology 
and hiftorical allufions, with fuch a 
want of dcfign and regularity of con^ 
-dudt in every pare, as mark a very in** 

fcrior 
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fcrior peribn as a writer and as a rcho<* 
Jar.* Tbat^ Any one who ferioufly rc- 
flcfts on the nature of compofition and 
of the powers of the human mind, 
muft eafily perceive the fource from 
whence thefc errors and inequalities 
fprung, Tbatf To fpeak of Chatterton's 
having compbfed the Poenis in difpute, 
when in a (late pf eafe and unembarrafled 
in his circumftances, is to fpeak of a time 
which never was experienced by that 
unfortunate and ingenious youth ^ and 
finally, That, Every great author has a. 
manner peculiar to himfclf, both in 
ftileand fentimcnt, and that no adeqijate 
reafon can be alSgned, that the author 
of the Poems attributed to Rowley, 
could have been the author of The Mif- 
cellanies, and of many other fimilar 

* Sunt omnia Adolcfccntis, non tarn re c% 
maturitatr, quam ipe c* expcckationc laudati^ 
Cicero Orator. Seflt. 30. 
G pro- 
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|)rodu£tions of Chattertori hitherto uti-i 
publifhed. 



What have now been laid before the 
reader, appear to be the Principal Argu-^ 
mrifs ^hich the learned Advocates df 
either opinion have advanced in fupport 
of their fevefal pofttions. It will eafily 
be perceived that each of them might 
Kavc been extended W a ednfiderabW 
}ength; but it fcerhtd to ine, what- 
ever it might haive been to others, a de- 
fideraturti in this affair, that rather thef 
ftrnl and fubftance of the whole ftiould 
be comprized in as few words as pof- 
fible, and exhibited at oni view. There 
are other niinuter confiderations which 
!he fertilny of cotta men ta tors will fug- 
gcft from every page of fuch lingular 
compofitions as the i^oems before iis. 
But this would have been a boundlfcfs 
plirfuit, and foreign to the defign of 
this'Effay. I truft that any one may now 

with 
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with little difficulty and titpehc^ oC 
tiriic, revie^V the principal arglimcnti 
•which I have jiift prefented to the reader 
detached fronn each ethet*, and lineni- 
bariraflcd with ideas 6f lefs moment. 

" Evtry man h partial to h\i own in* 
vehfiohs; and is dirpofed to embrace 
thofe argurnehts as of the gfeateft effi • . 
feacy, which He fancies he hlmfelf had 
previouily dircovertd; This indeed ii 
'tniihefatly true in a Gontroverry of tbiS 
hatlire, in which. Upon every hypo- 
theiSs, ideas can never be wanting^ and 
will require great difcrimination and 
arrangement. 

It is heceff^ry to have an • accurate 
view of the feveral component parts of 
any fubjeft, and of their relation to the 
whole and to each other, before we can 
pronounce upon its merits* This in 
any cafe requires patient inveftigation; 
\yhofe flow and filent operations feldom 

fail 
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fail of Tucccfs: but how few will fubmlt 
to labour and unwearied attention. 
When any fubjeft becomes fafhionable, 
and is fubmitted to public difcuffion, 
we ftiuH expedfc adventurers daily to 
arife, and the prefs will groan under 
its burthen^ It was probably a con- 
iideration, of this nature which prompt** 
cd a moil ingenious writer and deep 
obferver of mankind^ to compofe a 
chapter in which it is (hewn, that it is 
po^ble for an Author not to writer 
the worfe^ for having ibme previous 
knowledge of the fubjeft, about which he 
is to treat. 

However, the diverfity of opinion 
among men, (hould above all things 
recommend to us caution, charity and 
diffidence} fince the number of under- 
(landings formed to explore any latent 
truth, is comparatively fmall. The real 
obfcurity indeed of many fubjcdls is 
fuch, as often obliges the greateft men, 

after 
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after their utmoft efforts, to acknowledge 
that the refult of all their fpeculations 
amounts but to this, that they know a 
little lefs than the reft of mankind. Still 
we are infinitely obliged to thofe who will 
add their alliftance to the common caufe 
of Literature in whatever department, as 
all arts have a powerful, though often 
unperceived, connexion with each other. 
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Le SaiumUn & le Syrhn s^epuiferent alor$ 
tn coi\jedure$ ; mais apres beapcoup de Rair 
fonnemenS| fort ingenieux et fort incerta|ns^ 

JL EN FALLUT REVENIR AUX FAIT5. 

Voltaire Micromegas. Chap* a. 
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SECTION IIL 

AS I hope, that I have now pro- 
duced every thing material in the 
various arguments which the Advocates 
of either opinion in this controverfy have 
enforced; it is by no means unnatural 
to confider fome few of them, and to lay 
before the Reader, what fcems to me, a 
juft contiufion from the whole. I am 
not conicious of having fuppreffed any 
of the proofs which tend to eftablifli 
either part; and I have given the naked 
arguments, divefted of thofc ample iliul- 
trations which they have received, and 
unfupported by the names of the learned 
authors who firft advanced them. I 

therefore 
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therefore am induced to think, that th«re 
U ac Icaft a point of view from which 
the curious fpedtator may conteniplatc 
the intire ftrufture. And here, what 
Mr. Locke recommends to thofe who are 
willing to conduct their minds in the 
way of rcafon, is not wholly inappli- 
cable, or unworthy of our ferious attcnir 
tion. " Where a Truth, (fays he,) is 
^* made out by one dcmonftration, there 
*• needs np further Enquiry; but in 
^* Probabilities, where there wants de- 
«^ monftration to eftablifli the truth 
^* beyond doubt, there it is not enough 
*' to trace one argument to its fource, 
** and obferve its ftrength or wcaknefs; 
^* but all the arguments after having 
^* been fo examined on both fides, muft 
f ' be laid in balance one againft another, 
•* and upon the whole the un^lerftanding 
f^ determine its affent/'* 

* Locke's Conduft of the Vndcrftanding. 
Scft. 7. 

There 
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Thfr4^ are forne few fele& ^rgumetitS| 
ch which Llhall bellow a curfory notice^ 
and prcfent them to the reader's con- 
fderatiop. 

Those who contend that the Poem$ 
lare a forgery, refolye all obje^ions into 
the Ilrepgth find power of Cbatterton'$ 
genius. I think it (houlcl be confidered/ 
that it is neceflary to di(lingui(h what i( 
extraordinary from what is impof]^ble* 
For thoqgh it is hapd to ailign any limit 
{o the operafiqRs qf fhe naind, yet the 
moft vivid intelleS: i$ found to be pro*? 
greffive; and the power of Judgement, 
thai power which feparates, rejed^s m<^ 
^ooibines, is feldom or never exerted ia 
its fqll excdlenccj but at an age fame* 
what advanced, and is then, I believe, 
the ]a(l effort of genuine at^lities. I 
have e^catted ideas of what is called 
penius; bu|: I have exalted ideas, alfa 
of the ynderftandjpgi pf the provineo 

of 
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of Reardn> as well as of the faculty of 
Fancy. 

It is alfo with feme furprife, that I 
hear Chatterton fpoken of as an Impoftor 
in genera), without one qualifying cir- 
cumftance. If he was one, he was of 
fuch a lingular nature as this world 
never btforc faw. Here is a fpecific 
Impoftor^ one of the firft Poets, (I mean 
upon the fuppoiition of his being the 
Author of Rowley's Poems) that any 
age ever knew, who did not reach his 
eighteenth year ere he expired; a boy of 
acknowledged vaniiy, yet refufing to 
gratify it in an honourable manner, and 
eagerly grafping at it when fcarce worth 
the having; conftantly denying, except 
in the fingle inftance of the firft Part of 
the Battle of Haftings, the fa6t where- 
with he is now charged, and that, with- 
out one motive of intereft, without a 
profpcdt of reputation, or of raifing bim- 

felf 
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fdf to fortune. T cannot refolve all 
thefc circuniftances into one general 
turn, a fingulariry of tennpcri I muft 
have Ibme adequate caufe -, I muft per- 
ceive the agreement and difagreement 
of ideas before I acknowledge the power 
of truth* Surely, we may fay with the 
learned Huct; ** ^a faSli graiia, qiijf^ 
** merces in re literarid, unde qtiaftus nuUusi\ 
** nulla viro alienum nomen ufurpantJy fuum 
'' diffimulantiglmaf''*' 

It has been obferved, that it wast; 
rather unfortunate for Chatterton, that 
Lauder's infamous attempt on Miltan, 
and other literary frauds, had been can-^ 
vaffed fo lately, as to infufe fufpicions, 
into the minds of Readers; For my owa- 
part, I efteem it a very fortunate cir- 
cumftance ; for who can wiih that hiS; 
fellow-creatures fliould be impofedr 
upon, or become the dupes of uncxa- 

* Huct. Denaonft. Evan. V. i. p. 19* 
•d. 8yo. ' 
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liiined dofbrines, or impudent dflerttofts; 
Even errors therhfclves in iniportant 
fubjedts ceafe to be dangerous, from the 
very ttioment it is permitted to contradi£fc 
them* For^ as a principal caufe of Error 
lies in wrong nieafures of Probability ; 
as foon as an ingenuous mind ferioufly 
difpofes itfclf tb fift and examine the 
grounds of knoWledgb and the nature of 
things as they are in themfelves ; it 
rarely fails, by gradual advances and con^ 
tinued diligence, to attain the end of 
ill its purfuitSj the difcovcry of Truth. 

It has been objedted, that a Youth of 
fuch diffolute principles and irregular life 
as Chattercon, never could have been' 
the author of the poems attributed 
to Rowley, as the didlates of religion, 
and the precepts of morality with 
Mrhich they abound, muft have bfcen 
too offenfive to a mind fo conftituted. 
If this were the only argument for the 
authenticity of Rowley, I fear that, 

authen- 
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authenticity could find but feW fational 
-advocates. It is not only in the days of 
indignant Satirift> that we find mcn^ whofe 
fanftity isr hypocrify, and whofe mora- 
lity, liccntioufnefs. Would to God the 
experience of all Ages and of all Coun- 
tries did not furnifh us with e^mplesof 
Writers who have difplayed the plca- 
furis of Virtue, and even the awful doc- 
trihes of Religion, with all the energy 
and colouring of genuine Piety, whilfei 
the whole fecrct tenoiir of their lives,) 
has been one continued difgrace upon 
thofc doftrines which they fo openly 
anowed, and fo ably illuftrated. Thi^ 
afguthent fliould not have been infifted 
on fo vehemently ; it may be ridiculed, 
it may be confuted* I ho]^e howivei', 
that a juftly celebrated writer has palled 
too fevcre Und unwarrantable a cenfurfe 
trp8n the whole poetical tftbe, (in his 
late entertaining and very original 
lirdrk) when he numbers the inge- 
nious Mr. Weft among " the fetv Poits^ 

to 
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to whom, the Grave needed not to be 
terrible/'*. 

It has been mentioned, that the Greek 
language was not underllood in England 
in the age of Rowley, and yet the author 
of the Poenris feems to have been ac- 
quainted with the writers in that lan^ 
^age* I cannot myfelf thinks that 
there is any neccffity to affirm that any 
of thefe compoficionsy not even the 
Battle of Hafiings^ or the fong to iElla^ 
abfo^utely fuppofe a previous acquaint" 
t^nce with the works of Homer or Pindar^ 
even if it be allowed^ that thpfe claflics 
were then underllood in this country* 
Mr. Wartpn, in his fecond Diflcrtatipn 
prefixed to bis^ F^iftory of Poetry, has 
indeed clearly ihewn, that we were not 
ignorapt of the language in that period^ 
and much earlier. To what degree of 

, * Johnfon^ Lives of the Poets. VoU 4.^^ 
316. Ed. Svo.Ufc of Gilbert Weft. 
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accuracy the language was urtdctftood, 
cannot now be afcertaincd; and who- 
ever confulcs Fabricius's Biblibtheca 
Grasca and other books of a fiitiilar na- 
ture, will find little more than general 
information on the fubjcd, and nothing 
that is fatisfadory. He muft undertake 
a much harder tafk than I ihould chufe, 
who thinks it neceffary to prove that any 
particular prieft did, or did not under- 
Hand Greek in the fifteenth century. 
As I cannot fay that this feems to affedt 
the Poems either way, it would and, I 
fear, muft be but ah idle expcnce of 
time and labour to purfue it any further. 

But one queftion has been propofed, 
which always appeared to me very curi- 
ous, and dcfervcs a fhort difquifition. 
It is this. *« Whether Superiority of 
Genius ever produced a perfe£t model in 
the infancy of compofition ?'* Without 
entering minutely into the nature of 
writing, the annals of poetical hiftory 
H pre 
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prefeAt us with a moft remarkable ex^ 
ample. Gcniu^^ we know, is peculiar 
neither to age nor country. The innate 
powers of the mind doubtlcfs require 
cultivation, and in the proper feafoa 
will produce fruits fuitable to the labous 
which has been beftowed upon them,. 
I am not here fpeaking of an early ma- 
turity in a. particular perfon, but only of 
a country where literature and compo- 
fition may be regarded as in their in-^ 
fancy. In fuch a country and in fuch 
an age, appeared a Man,, who In the vi- 
gour of all his glorious faculties, without 
aififtance, without example, gave to the 
world a Work, which has been the ad- 
miration and model of ail fuccecdihg. 
Poets. What conjedure, what reafon 
flaall we ever be able to affign, why 
Homer, who, as far as^ Tradition reaches, 
had no guide, no precurfof, Ihould at 
once, inftantaneoufly burft forth in all 
the united fplcndour of poetic excel- 
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^t!fice*\ That all flicceeding gencratidnsr 
Ihould have been- indebted to him for 
the art of the narration and the contex- 
tate ot the fable, with all the inciden- 
tal circumftanccs which confpire to pro- 
duce perfeftion : and finally that ht 
Ihould have cloathcd the loftieft concept 

* There is a paflage in Cicero de Claris 
Oratoribusj which at firft might feeiri t6 con*- 
tradift this opintoh. He fays; Nihil eft in^ 
vintum Jtmui et ftrfi&um : nee dubitari deber^ 
quin fiiei-intanteHotnerum Poctae; quod ex cis 
carminibus intclligi poteft, qua apud ilium, et 
in Phteacum, ct in procorum Epulis canun- 
tur." — But it may be anfvvercd, that a deful- 
tory fong of a Minftrel, dr an AoiSbf at a 
Banquet, is a very different thing from the 
^refent fubjeft matter. I fuppofe it is im- 
poffible to fettle the origin of Poetry in the 
jfenfe ufed by Cicero. In this fenfe Poetry ife 
almoft coaeval with mankind. It. would be 
idle to take tip the Reader's tibfie aiiy furtfaet 
on this point. 

rt 2 . tions 



Digitized 



by Google 



( ^6o ) 

tion» in z dignity and fimplicity 6f ex*^ 
preflion yet unrivalled. 

We can reafon but from what we 
know. If we appeal to the records of 
Hiftory, no one ever yet difputed with 
him in priority of time* among his own' 

coun- 

^ ftU needlefff to mention the fcholaftic 
difpute relative to Hefiod's claim in this par* 
ticular : in the prefent confideration however^ 
even this Poet would ferve for an example : 
Cowley obferves, ** His great antiquity is 
vifible through the gravity 2itiAJimplicity of his 
/?jf//." Cowley's Eflay on Agriculture.— 
I beg leave to add a few words relative to the 
prefervation of ancient authors. — Let any 
reflcfting man ferioufly confider withhimfelf 
the manner in which ancient authors have 
been delivered down to pofterity, and of 
whofe authenticity few rational enquirers 
have prefumed to doubt. Let him revolve 
the mode of their prefervation, the feanty 
materials in thofe eariy ages, the uncertaili 

origin 
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country-mcn. The grcatcft Critics of 
ajitiquity refer to him as the fiandard of 
propriety ; not fimply as the Founder 
of the Epic, but with rcfpcdt to the 
niceties of language, on the very parti- 
cles of fpeech, and on points of which 
we can fcarce form an adequate idea. I 
know not how it was, but Language 
feems to have proceeded from him pre- 
pared and perfected at once. 

Indeed if this finglc inftance were 
fiiifered to have its due weight, it would 

jorigia even of letters thcmfevcs, the defcSs 
of oral tradition, the feeble ailiftance which art 
could thenfupply. Let him call in array before 
him every circumftance with which the works 
of Grecian and Roman geniys, demanding a 
perpetuity of cxiftence, have had to ftrugglej^ 
let him extend thefe ideas in their juft dimen- 
sions, and he will not inftantly or eafily re- 
jeft the truth of any abfolute faft, mcjrely 
l^ecaufc it is extraordinary. 

H 3 appear 
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appear rather prefamptuous to.dBcido 
on the date of any author in any tongue, 
merely from the modern caft of the 
ivrhing. Since we all have feen and conn 
templated what Homer eiFe(3:ed in the 
infancy of his language; longi long 
before that golden period^ which the 
venerable author of Hermes (whofe lois h 
►deeply felt in the republic of letters) 
terms with anenthuGaftic rapture. The 
Effulgence of Grecian Genius.* 

A COMPARISON has been formed ha- 
tween thcfe Poems and others of the 
fame fuppofed date, as well as the pro- 
duftions of modern tinges. Different 
conclufipns have been drawn from 
hence with refpeft to their authenticity, 
As to my own paft, I have laboured 
through many an ancient compofition, 
fo obfer ve what was valuable in it. 



* Hermes. Ch. 5'. note g. ** 

either 
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«ithcfrin itgard tothejiiftriefs oflenti- 
menr, or the harmony of thd nuttibers. 
But if I fpeak impartially of the Authors df 
the age in qucftiori, they doubtl^ft will 
be found iiin fawn with ougki of profit 
9r delight : thel metre may be legitimater, 
but it is uncouth ; the fobge'dts are often 
uninterefting, and the mode of treating 
them is not unfrequently diffufe and 
languid. Yet among thefe remains, valu- 
able dill for their antiquity, there are 
many fplendid paffages, eminent for dic^ 
tion, for harmony, and the fame eafy turn 
of expreffion which prevails in modern 
times. This is particularly to be found 
in fom=e of the works of Lydgate -, who, 
in this latter refped:, is almoft as eafy to 
be uftderftood as any writer in the prefenC 
century. Yet whoever wifhes to argue 
from this confideration in the prefent 
cafe, muft take the whole, and not mere 
detached parts. The truth muft be 
acknowledged ; things muft be viewed 
as they really arein thcmftlves. 

It 
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U muft be cotifefTed by an impartial 
enquirer, that there is nothing abfolute- 
ly equal to Rowley, in all the records of 
pur ancient poetry ; though there arc 
fome compoQtions not altogether diffi* 
nnilar in fome points. Inequality is noc 
%hc charafteriftic of this author, who- 
ever be nnay be : whatever fubjeft is 
frei|ted in that volume^ is marked with 
the band of a mailer, with the enthufiaim 
of the poet, and the judgment of the cri- 
tic. The utmoft that I ihould think 
proper to urge, from harmonious lines 
and paflages now extant in ancient au- 
thors, is, that it appears from thofe paf- 
fages, that there was at leaft, what may 
be termed a Capability in our language at 
that early period. Either our poets did 
not then fufficiently pvirfue their point 
when they had attained a tranficnt excel- 
cence •, or their ear was fo accuftomed to 
the produdtion of the e final, as not to be 
offended by it, and at other times was 
perfe<Sly fatisf^ed with the mere numeri- 
cal fcanfion of the vcrfe ; or their genius 

was 
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^ was unequal to the taik of uniform perr 
fed ion, and the efforts of patient and 
unremitted attention, Thofe who eC- 
tetm the Poems of Rowley as authentic, 
are of opinion, that the powers of this 
Poet were fo great, as to have feized 
this very capabiUty in the language, which 
1 juftobferved, and by adding to it an 
extenfive erudition and confummate 
judgment, to have produced fuch 
pompoiitions as are indifputably fuperior 
to all thof^ of his cotemporaries, and 
appear by no meaqs unworthy of the 
greateft name in the annals of Poetry. 

As to .many of the various modern 
formularies of expreffion interfperfed in 
tthefe Poems, and to be found in Dryden^ 
Pope, Gray*, or others, doubtlefs they 
were inferted by Cbatterton either to 

* Such as Clouds of Carnagi from Gray* 
and other cxpreffions ; by the introduftion of 
however which it is to be obferved, that the 
fcnfc or propriety of the fever al paffages is 
very frequently injured* 

pi cafe 
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ftoife h» own ear, or to refftore fome . 
parts which wcrell>ft| or in phccs where 
the words were idifflcuk to be decy- 
leered; No one can be fuch an ont^ 
lagecms advocate for their authenticity 
as not to allow this^ Let every argu- 
ment he confidered rationally^ accord^ 
tog to its own nature; as it often hap- 
fcmy that by ftraining it fitircher than 
it will bear, and, as it were, forcing it 
into the fervice, it lofes even that degree 
0£ ftrength and conviction, which it 
Mheirwife would c^ry with it. 

I beg leave to add a few words rcla- 
Hive to the External Evidence. As the 
prefent Qgeftion cannot be called into 
jdifiruSioQ under legal fokm^taties as to 
the truth of the fcveral fafts-j that con- 
&tnation, which is an end of all ftrife, 
is not to be had or required of the feve- 
ral witnefTes in this caufe* The nature 
of the affair is not of coniequence 
jtnoiugh, nor is it capable of being treated 

in 
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In this manner. All the ioformatkm 
which has been received,, bis been 
voluntary, and given, by perfonswho 
cannot be fufpeftcd of any intcreft tp 
deceive.. It may be granted, that tiic 
teftimony even of an honeil man is liable 
to the imperfections of niemory, and 
other human infirmitiesi cfpecially if 
delivered at any diftance of time after 
the tranfaftion. Yet in the prefcnc 
4:afe, I would obferve, that the principal 
perfons give one and th^ fame confiftent 
gccopi>t as to th« ma(ef ial fa6t 

It appears, to me highly improper and 
}ncautiov>S' to llfiive to^ invialidate plain 
fafts by terming them, the tales ay 

RELATIONS and THE RECOLLECTIONSOF 

APPRENTICES. \i ihts iw£/io<!/of. debating 
aad invalidating evidence were lo be once 
introduced and aUowedin common life^ 
it muft afFeft the very principles upon 
which, human fociety is founded,, and 
l)y which all human a^irs arc carried 

on* 
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on. I mean, if we but for a moment^ 
forget, that the credit due to the tefti- 
mony of any man, docs not arife from 
his civil rank in life, but from the inte- 
grity of his charafter. If the fmtbod^ 
(and as I would not be mifunderftood or 
mtfreprefented, 1 repeat it) if the method 
of treating this fubjedl be found to in- 
volve higher concerns v Rowley, and 
Poetry and Antiquity and Literature are 

fet afide and forgotten, When I ob- 

je£k againft this method of proceeding, 
and oppofe it with that earneftnefs which 
it requires; I am not pleading the caufe 
of Rowley or Chatterton; I am pleading 
for mankind, for their beft, their dnreft 
itttercfts* 

To return t As to the different 

opinions of the abilities of Chatterton, 
it is no part whacfoever of the evidence, 
ID my judgment. Some may think him 
equal to any compofition, others may 
deprefs his talents beneath their real 

value i 
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Value; it is pot what we think in this or 
' that particular, it is from a combinatioa 
of the whole, from a collation of cir- 
cuniftanCes, that VTC muft deduce a 
regular conclufion. 

It is the defign of Law to come t^ 
rigid demonftration in all matters of 
pnblic and private right: yet even there 
not only pofitire, but circumftantial 
evidence mud alfo be admitted, and 
deciGons formed accordingly;^ inalmuck 
as we can have no greater evidence than 
the nature of the thing will allow. Our 
dearcft rights muft frequently be deter- 
mined according to Probability. When 
we have examined a fubjedt thoroughly 
and fincerely, we have adled like honeft 
men, and no more is required of us but 
to acquiefce in the event, I only urge 
confiderations of this nature to thofe 
who afe engaged in the affair, whatever 
opinion they now hold, or may hereafter 
adopt. We cannot indeed expeft that 

manj 
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tnaiiy people will give a large portion of 
their thought or time, cither to the fates* 
and fortunes of a Prieft in the Fifteenth 
Century, or of an ingenious Youth in 
the Eighteenth, or even to the ftate and 
progrcfe of the poetical art itfelf in the 
^rly ages. 

As I am unwilling to employ more 
time or words than are abfolutely neccA 
fary to the illuftration of this fubjed:, I 
fliai! not confider at large any of the 
minuter doArines. I therefore beg leave 
to Jay before the Reader the following 
CoNCLtJSiON, as the refult of my whole 
Enquiry* 



If the Defenders of the Antiquity and 
Authenticity of the Poems attributed to 
Thomas Rowley, were difpofcd to admit 
every internal objection which has been 
urged againft them ; if all the arguments 
drawn from the ftyle, compofition, allu- 

fions, 
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ftotiif, .modern paflages, harmony of tte 
•numi>ersj and whatever comes to us ia « 
<|ucftionable fliapc, were fuppofed true 
for a moment ; if the principles of taftc 
jHxi critical di&efnment be allowed tOf 
operate in full force ^Kgsuoft their aiatken- 
ticitjT; (till the following confideratiocm 
ai5C not uoworthy of our notice : thefe' 
at lead muft ftill be true, unlefs the 
fbund^ions of evidence be torn up« and 
the bafis of all legal tranfadions-be diflm 
away* 

For from thefe large conceffions^^ 
(which I cannot think it wholly neceP 
fary to be made) it will aot follow : 

' fbaf, Thoi^as Chattertoit was nor 
born at Briftol on the 20th of Novem-^ 

7hat^ he was^ not educat-ed at a Gha- 
Hty Sgbool in that City, where the cbil-' 

drcm 
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dren were taught nothing but to redd 
and write Englifh and caft accompts. 

Tbat^ he was not in the School under 
the infpeftion of the mafter, from fcven 
o'clock till twelve in the morning, and - 
from one till five, in the evening, 
during the fummer> and in winter^ 
from ciglit till twelve in the morning,^ 
and again, from one till four in the 
afternoon. 

That, he did not continue at CouI« 
fton's fchool from the age of eight years 
or a little earlier till he was fourteen 
years and feven months old. 

Tbat^ he was not at that period kound 
apprentice to Mr. Lambert an attorney 
at Briftol, with whom, and in whofe 
ofEce he lived till he was feventecn years 
of age and five months, and thence went 
to London, where he died unfortunately 
three months after. 
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Tbati he was not ignorant of the 
French, Saxon and Latin Tongues*. 

"fbaty the interpretations given by 
Ghatterton to the ancient terms ia the 
Poems attributed to Rowley, were not 
taken from Kerfey's Diftionary and 
Speght^s Gloflary to Chaucer, fince he. 
was not in pofleffion of Skinner's Etymo- 
logicon, and of Benfon*s Vocabularium 
Anglo-Saxonicum, - but for a few days, 
which he returned to the gentleman of 
whom he borrowed them, profeffing 
that they were of no kind of fervicc to 
him, as being written in Latin. 

That, hp did not bring the Tragedy 

of -Sllla, the moft perfeft of all the comr 
pofitions afcribed to Rowley, to Mr. 
Catcott, when he was between fixteen 
an feventeen years of age. 

* To be acquainted with a few terms or 
words in any Language, can hardly, I fup.- 
pofe, be faid to conftitute a knowledge of it. 

I nat. 
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fthat^ he did not conftantly deny his ^ 
being the author of the Poems atcributed 
to Rowley, (except in that fingle inftancc 
of the firft part of the Battle of Haftings) 
and as conftantly acknowledge the Mi(^ 
cellanies in the different magazines, 
which have fince been coDedled and pub* 
lifted in one volume, with his name, 

^thaty there did not exift feveral an^ 
cient parchments from the Chcft in Rcd- 
clift Church, many of which arc actU' 
ally at this inftant in Mr. Barrett's pof-* 
feffion. 

TT)aty the whole of what may be ter* 
med Chatterton's Literary Life, did not 
confift of about three years and a half, 
in which period he produced all the 
Poems attributed to Rowley, and that 
volume of Mifcellanies confefTedly his 
own, befidcs a large colledtion yet un-? 
publilhcd. -— ' 

If 
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If all, or even more than thefc plain 
' propofitions are incontrovertibly true, 
if we cannot be faid to be mifled bjr 
giving our affent to them •, I leave it 
to the Reader to draw what inference he 
pleaies, in regard to the probabiRty or 
p^^7//yof Chatterton's being the Author 
of the Poems in qucftion. I wifh how- 
ever that it may be an inference deduced 
from a due, fair, and impartial exami- 
nation of all and each of the circum- 
ftances, without any regard to the au- 
thority of the learned writers of the 
different opinions. 

It is not for me to judge how far any 
man's fpeculations may extend ; but find- 
ing in myfelf nothing to be truer, than 
that the very exiftence of fociety is pre- 
ferved, and every valuable intereft main- 
tained^ by a confidence grounded on the 
teftimony of our fellow-creatures in every 
concern; I gratefully accept and ac- 
quiefce in their voluntary and genuine, 
information, and bind up my reafon to 
I 2 make 
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make fucb indudions as are accordant 
to matter of faSl ; though feme fccming. 
difficulties Ihould occur, for which I may 
be unable to account.* For I conceive, 
that when any queftion is about a matter 
of fad, it is begging that queftion to 
bring, as a proof of it, an hypothefis, 
which is the very thing in difpute. 

But it is far from my defign or incli- 
nation to prefs any dofltrinc, or force 
down its belief with an indecent vehe- 
mence ; or to think the worfe of any 
man's underftanding, who views argu- 
ments in a different light from myfelf ; 
particularly on a fubjedt like the prefent. 
I only aflc for mutual toleration and can- 
dour of difcuffion, and that every man 
Ihould be allowed to judge for himfelf, 

* A celebrated Philofopher juftly obferves, 
that thofe who require a reafon for every 
thing indifcriminately, deftroy the effence of 
Reafon itfelf. AHANTXIN ZHTOTNTE2. 
AOrON, ANAIP0T2I AOFON. A remark 
this, worthy of all acceptation. 

fairly 
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.fairly and in cameft. I will not repeat 
what I have faid in former parts of this 
Eflay., but leave it to the judgment of the 
intelligent reader^ to whom I willingly 
fubmit thcfe pages, without a thought of 
entering any further in the controverfy. 
Errors I may have committed, but with- 
out intention ; opinions I may have corv- 
troverted, but without afperity. Subje£b 
like thefe may be drawn out, till their 
very continuity is an argument for with- 
holding our labour. Having therefore 
now given that degree of attention to this 
Angularly curious fubjed, which it feem- 
ed to me to defcrve ; I here clofe my En- 
quiry, from which I have at leaft received 
as much pleafure and fatisfadlion as any 
mere literary queftion can afford. As 
fuch I took it up ; as fuch 1 lay it down. 



But if, after all that has been, or may 
poffibly be yet advanced, it Ihall ftill ap- 
pear to the generality of mankind, that 
Chatterton is the real author of the 

maf- 
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mafcerly cocnpofitions in dilpute; ifnoc 
only the reputation of Rowley, but 
even his very exiftence muft be done 
away ; I, who confefs myfelf among the 
number of the old Bard's deluded votaries, 
may at lealt be allowed to pay him my 
tribute of veneration, and to addrefs 
this (uppofed Father of harmonious En- 
glilh Poetry, in the expreffivc ftrain of 
the great Mantuan, 

Salve, Sancte Parens, itenun ftlvete rcGcpli 
Kcquicquam Cii3eres I 
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